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Abacus 


the flat slab which sits on top of a capital. See Classical Architecture. 


Abbey 


a monastery where, either monks live, governed by an abbot, or in the case of nuns, governed by an abbess. See Church Design 


Abrasive 
involves using abrasive tools, needle guns, discs and cones, all of which basically involve dressing back the surface of the stone. See stone cleaning. 


Abut 


one thing is said to abut another where it touches, but is not actually tied in, this can vary from buildings forming a terrace to a structural member such as a piece of timber the end of which has simply been 
planted against another part of the structure 


Abutment 
solid support absorbing the outward thrust of the arch. (Illustration) 


Acanthus leaf 


a design based on the leaf of the acanthus plant, much used in the decoration of Greek, Roman and Renaissance capitals. There were subtle differences between the three. 


Accepted risks 
risk factors which, in the course of a building contract, are the responsibility of the client rather than the contractor, for example, these could include unforseen problems relating to the structure of the 
building which is the subject of the contract, or to problems which could arise t... 


Acro prop 


basically, an expanding scaffolding pole, much used in support work eg propping up a fractured lintel. 


Acroterion 
ornament, usually pointed, for example in the shape of a pinnacle, but can be in form of plinths and statues, on the apex or at the ends of a pediment. 


Additionality 
occurs where too much public money is earmarked for a project, usually due to the fact that it is eligible for assistance from more than one source. In this event an offer might not be made, or might be 
withdrawn, or percentages reduced. Leverage means quite literally, ... 


Additive 


a small quantity of material added to another to change its characteristics, eg to change its colour or to make it harden more quickly. 


Advertisement control 
advertisements can take many forms, awnings, blinds, hanging signs, hoardings, placards etc - all have an impact on their surroundings. Control is exercised through the Control of Advertisement 
Regulations which, like most planning legislation differs between England and Scotland. Broadly spe... 


Adze 
nti Eon} ARTERNES Awhighds. asically an axe with a curved blade, pointing inwards at right angles to the handle. In skilled hands the adze can achieve a very smooth surface. It was used not just for 
shaping long timbers such as roof beams, but for furniture building ranging from tab... 
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Adze Illustrations 
An adze being used to shape timber. (Detail) 


Aedicule 


an opening framed by two columns an entablature, and usually a pediment, placed against a wall, often containing a statue. Can contain a door ie aediculed doorway. (Illustration) (Illustration in context) 


Aggregate 


material such as sand or small stones mixed with a binder (usually cement) to produce mortars and concrete. 


Agrement Certificate 
a certificate awarded by The British Board of Agrement an independant advisory body, who can certify that a specific material, usually a new product for which a British Standard doesn't exist, is fit for 
purpose. Originating in France Agrement (approval) Boards exist throughout Europe. At p... 


Aisle 


passages flanking the nave and choir, separated from them by arcades. See Church Design 


Alabaster 
a fine-grained variety of gypsum, white, yellowish white or reddish brown and translucent, it was cut into thin laminae, and used for church windows in the Middle Ages. Latterly, easily carved, it was used 
for internal decorative sculpture. 


Alley - Score - Shute 
a term used to describe almost any narrow road or walkway, implies something away from main roads ie back alley. There are a huge nimber of regional variations in the names given to them, 'scores' and 
'shutes' are two which are reasonably common. These routes are important because very of... 


Altar 


originally a structure on which offerings to a god were placed, often for sacrifice. In the Christian Church, the altar is often in the form of a stone table, can be elaborately carved, and containing relics. 


Ambulatory 


a covered way for walking. A roofed passageway, enclosing the apse, and linking the aisles which flank the nave. See Church Design 


Analytical recording 
a level of recording which is designed to raise awareness of the building's previous history, its most important features both structural and decorative, and what in the building which must, at all costs, be 
preserved. 


Anastylosis 


the practice of piecing together dismembered remains of buildings. 


Anchor Plate-Tie Plate-Tie Bars 


a plate, usually metal, on the face of a wall over which the ends of structural iron reinforcements (tie bars) are bolted or pegged. Sometimes referred to as tie plates, they are often quite decorative. There are 
examples of timber being used for this purpose, in clay and earth buildings. ... 
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Anchor plate at New Lanark (Detail) A timber anchor plate on a clay building. (Detail) 
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Ancient - Guardianship monument 
-(Illustration) - The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979 defines a monument as, ‘any building, structure or work, whether above or below the surface of the land, and any cave or 
excavation' or any site comprising the remains of such thing 


Ancient Monuments Society 
founded in 1924, this society was formed to save historic buildings of all ages and types. Main function is to advise planning authorities in England and Wales who must consult the society on all 
applications involving the demolition of listed buildings. Society runs an information servi... 


Angle of repose 
the angle to which the side of a heap of any material eg earth or gravel deposited on level ground, will eventually settle. It follows that, if for some reason, for example in landscaping work, the angle of 
repose is exceeded, support will be required. 


Annealing 
the process of cooling glass slowly and evenly, to eliminate stresses, which build up during manufacture. 
Annuality 


the term used to describe the timescale of the financial year, 1st April - 31st March. This is relevant to conservation, because most public sector money in the form of grants, without which, a great deal of 
conservation work simply would not happen, must be spent and the work approved befo... 


Annulet 


a ring around the shaft of a column. 


Anodised 


a process in which metal is treated by electrolysis to produce a weather-resistant protective finish. Can vary in colour. Anodised aluminium is frequently used in window frames, shopfronts etc 


Antifixae-Greek Tiles 


ornamental blocks on the edge of a roof, usually set at regular intervals, concealing the ends of tiles or roll joints. They are sometimes refered to as 'Greek Tiles’. 


Apron 


a raised panel below a window-sill, (usually smooth if wall is harled) sometimes shaped and decorated. Can also describe a vertical flashing below for example, a dormer window. 


Apse 


a semicircular extension to a room or hall, usually vaulted. (Illustration) of the apse of Leuchars church. See Church Design 


Arabesque 
a term used to describe ornamental panels of Arabian design which can be carved or painted, and which contain various symbolic elements, usually human or animal, combined with foliage. The best 
examples are found among the art and architecture of the Spanish Moors. Since the seventeenth ce... 


Arboretum 


a collection of trees grown as specimens (see Pinetum) 
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a small garden shelter primarily designed for sheltering from the sun and coming in a wide variety of forms. 
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Arcade 
a row of arches carried on piers, columns or pilasters, either free-standing, or decoratively attached to a wall ie blind. Also refers to a covered passage with shops on one or both sides. (Illustration) 
(Illustration) of a blind arcade. 


Arcade Illustrations 


Braco's Banking House, an arcaded shop, with living quarters above. High Street Elgin, 1684. A once common building type in larger Scottish Burghs, this is now a rare survivor. High Street Elgin, 1694 


Arch 
a structure usually of wedge-shaped blocks, constructed to span an opening or void in such a way that the downward thrust of the weight above, is converted to an outward movement which is resisted by 
any suitable means, usually a solid mass of masonry. The individual wedge- shaped blocks are... 


Arch Terminology 
A: Abutment B: Crown C: Extrados D: Haunch E: Impost F: Intrados G: Keystone Keystone Detail (illustration) H: Rise I: Span J: Spandrel K: Springer L: Voussoir - see Bridge Case Study. - see Arch. 


Archaeology 
the scientific study of ancient or historic physical remains of human activity, both above and below ground. This is related to but different from history, the study of documentary evidence of the human 
past, and palaeontology, the study of fossil plants and animals. Archaeology can include q... 


Architect's instructions (AIs) 
instructions issued by an architect, first verbally and then confirmed in writing to a site agent as work progresses on site and, as inevitably happens, questions arise over details and specifications. see 
Contracts/Contracting 


Architectural Heritage Fund 
established in 1976, as a result of EAHY, as a revolving fund for the restoration of historic buildings.It provides low interest loans to Building Preservation Trusts throughout the UK. It also advises, offers 
feasibility study grants, and project administration grants. 


Architrave 
the lowest part of the entablature. The term is also commonly used to describe a moulded surround to any opening, but is usually applied to a door or window opening. A shouldered (sometimes referred to 
as eared or (Scotland) lugged) architrave has the surround turning outwards, then upwards ... 


Arcuated 


a term applied to a building structurally dependent on the use of arches or the arch principle, in contrast to a trabeated building. (Illustration) 


Areas of Archaeological Interest 
can be designated under The Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1977. There are only five in England, Canterbury, Chester, Exeter, Hereford and York. This part of the act is not in force in 
Scotland, where as a result, none have been designated. 


Areas of Great Landscape Value 


range of regional areas identified as being of scenic importance. Designated by Local Authorities and protected in Structure and Local Plans. 


Armature 
htttlse/Aoww. engyriered lykised/20d85épbecthe skeleton of a building, but properly used refers to hidden structural ironwork used as reinforcement for thin columns, supports for canopies etc. Most often ¥é@d to 
describe the frames inside sculpture. 
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Armorial panels 
panels on a building, situated either internally or externally, but usually prominently positioned above the main entrance, which contains the coat of arms of the owner. Armory is the science of heraldry, the 
laws which govern the use of coats of arms and all of the associated decoration. He... 


Arris 
sharp edge at external angle formed by the meeting of two surfaces. The term is usually applied to finishings such as joinery, plasterwork or polished stone. A sharp arris in a soft material such as timber or 
plaster is prone to damage. Paint applied to a sharp timber arris is particularl... 


Art Deco 
a style fashionable during the 1920s-30s. The name is said to derive from an exhibition of mainly industrial art held in Paris in 1925. Unlike modernism, it was never particularly functional, being 
something of a simpler, chunkier, art nouveau. Usually associated more with internal work. B... 


Art Nouveau 


the name of a shop opening in Paris in 1895 to sell objects of modern, i.e. non- period-imitation style, a movement away from imitation of the past. It was concerned mainly with decoration, and is 
characterised by flowing line and movement owing much to nature ie plant and wave forms. Had ... 


Article 4 Direction 
additional powers sought by Local Authority under Article 4 of the General Development Order (this is the same article in Scotland and England, although the Orders are different) to control certain classes 
of permitted development, by introducing the necessity to obtain planning consent befor... 


Arts and Crafts 
late 19th century and earlier 20th century movement in architecture and furnishing based on the revival of traditional crafts and the use of natural materials, usually English 'vernacular' in character. Inspired 
by William Morris and John Ruskin, the movement attracted many notable designers... 


As built or as finished drawings 
drawings of a completed piece of work. It is a term first associated with ship building where, as work progressed, it was common to require changes to be made to the initial design. It is common as work 
progresses on projects involving work to old buildings, for changes to be made to the desi... 


Asbestos 


a generic term for a group of minerals found in veins in rock consisting of textile like silicate fibres. The most common members of this group are chrysotile, crocidolite and amosite. Chrysotile also known 
as white asbestos is the most widely used and its fibres are soft, flexible and curly. ... 


Ashlar - Mason's drag - Plain work 
Dressed stonework of any type, where the blocks have squared sides, carefully squared corners, and are laid in regular courses, usually with fine joints. The faces of the stones, called ashlars, are generally 
smooth and polished, but can be tooled, (see broached) or have a decorative treat... 


Ashlar Pieces-Posts 
a short vertical timber which runs down the inner face of the wallhead. It is morticed into a rafter at a point near its foot, and is also usually connected to the rafter by a timber spanning the wallhead, which 
effectively forms a timber triangle. The ashler post, in pressing against the ... 


Ashlar Post Illustrations 
nt A Asie Reuman pagta Alton Tower. (Detail) 5/9 


7/22/23, 4:59 PM Encyclo - Dundee University - The Urban Conservation Glossary 
Assembly marks 


marks on pre-assembled building materials, most commonly found on roof timbers, which indicate the order in which they should be built into the structure for which they have been designed. Usually in 
Roman Numerals and mostly, but not always, in sequence. Sometimes an additional symbol such a... 


Astragal 
properly used, it refers to a narrow, circular section moulding. More commonly, it is used to describe wooden glazing bars dividing up a glazed sash (Quite reasonably, these are also refered to as sash bars). 
Early astragals tended to be thick and chunky without much detail (Illustration)... 


Astylar 


term used to describe a facade that has no columns pilasters, or similar vertical features. 


Athens Charter 
a remarkable document, adopted at the First International Congress of architects and Technicians of Historic Monuments, which took place in Athens in 1931, under the auspices of the League of Nations. A 
R Powys, author of 'Repair of Ancient Buildings’, still a seminal work, who was secretary ... 


Atrium 
in Roman domestic architecture, an inner court open to the sky and surrounded by the roof, now often used as a general term to describe large glazed sections in buildings. 


Attic base 


the base of an Ionic column, which consists of two convex mouldings, the top one being smaller, separated by a concave moulding. See Classical Architecture 


Auger-Gimlet 
a hand held tool (T-shaped) for boring holes, usually looks like a giant corkscrew, but can also be fitted with a 'spoon' bit for cleaning out holes. A gimlet is a small auger. Basically, a gimlet is worked by 
one hand, while an auger requires two. 


Aumbry 


a small recess or cupboard used to hold sacred vessels, most often in the thickness of the wall. see church design 


Autoplumb 


an optical instrument which basically does the job of a plumb bob, but eliminates problems of having to spend time at height, and of wind sway. See Measured Survey. 


Avenues 
Prior to the C17th, the term only referred to the approach to a building that was lined with trees. Latterly, it applied to any tree lined road, path or way. A very popular feature after the restoration of the 
monarchy, following the Dutch and French fashion. Regarded as unfashionably stif... 


Axis 
an imaginary straight line around which buildings or spaces/rooms within buildings are positioned. Axial planning involves deliberately positioning a number of buildings or rooms within a building on an 
axis which runs through their centres. 


Axonometric 
a method of drawing in which vertical lines are drawn to scale off of an accurate plan which has usually been turned through 45 degrees. Very useful for revealing the construction and the interiors of 
buildings. Axonometrics can appear somewhat distorted but measurements can be taken from the... 
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Barrel, Tunnel or Wagon Vault 
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the simplest vault, also called a wagon or tunnel vault. A continuous vault usually semi-circular in section. 


Bench mark - datum 
a fixed reference point of known elevation left while undertaking a survey. Has to be permanent, so they are often found at the base of buildings. Usual form is the 'war dept arrow’ with a horizontal line 
above. See ordnance survey. Apprentice engineers used to be asked to go and borrow a... 


Blind Illustration 


Two tiered blind arcading on the apse of Leuchars church, Fife, 1183-7, it is one of the finest Norman churches in Britain. 


Bool and Clay 


(Scottish) form of vernacular wall construction using locally available and uncut stone such as field or river gathered boulders and clay. Sometimes referred to, rather strangely, as ham and egg work. 


BRIDGE CASE STUDY 
FORTEVIOT BRIDGE OVER THE RIVER EARN Arch Terminology Diagrams Abstract : Bridges are amongst man's most important constructions. They are of necessity practical, but can also have 
wonderful aesthetic qualities. For centuries, bridge building depended almost wholly on the use of the arch, ... 


Broached - Droved - Batting 
a tooling on the face of masonry which both levels off the surface of the stone, and provides a decorative effect, most often found on door or margins margins, sometimes on ashlar work, broaching consists 
of parallel grooves which run virtually the full length of the stone, cut with a shar... 


Buttress Illustrations 
Flying buttress at York Minister. Note the arrangement of buttress, particularly the angled buttress at the corners on early 18" century barn at Coxwell. (Detail) 


Carpentry - Joinery 
wood working as a site-based operation, as opposed to joinery which is a workshop based operation. Carpentry might involve constructing partions, roofs etc, or fixing together/in place, what the joiner has 
manufactured in the workshop, which might include doors, staircases etc. From the Frenc... 


Caryatid - Atlantes 


a sculptured female figure used as a column, the male equivalent is 'Atlantes' (plural of Atlas who carried the world on his shoulders). 


Cell or Webb 


a compartment contained by ribs, usually infilled in stone, latterly in brick. Also known as a webb. See vault. 


Close - Vennel 
there are a number of quite varied meanings, can be the area in the immediate vicinity of a cathedral, or, (Scottish) passageway giving access to a tennement stair, as distinct from a pend which is a covered 
passageway giving access to an area at the rear of buildings, while a venne... 


Craft-Trade 
these terms have been included because they are so frequently confused. They should be separate. While a trade may be described as a skilled line of work, a craft is first of all, vocational, very skilled, and 
requires a high level of intelligence, ingenuity and imagination. 


Cross or Groined vault 
httpechéneviwenbdgciebyakltscaf/2eBG&phghape intersect at right angles. Also known as a groined vault. See vault. 7/9 
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Cylinder, Muff or Broad Glass 


a blown sphere which was then swung or twisted into a sausage shape. The ends were removed and the resulting cylinder was split and flattened and cooled in the annealing oven. This process produced 
quite large sheets, approximately 2ft by 1 ft, ch... 


Dado (dado rail) 


the lower portion of an internal wall, usually timber lined, extending some 900mm above floor level. Originally to prevent damage from furniture, and perhaps to hide the effects of rising damp. 


Dayworks 


works that are costed on a day by day basis. They may for example be small extra jobs which occur during the course of a larger contract. 


De Stijl 


Dutch (the style) cubist art and architecture movement 1917 - 1931 Influential, but did not produce much. Schroder house in Utrecht by Reitveld is best known work. Schroder house 3D model 


Deafening 
a general term for sound insulation material used in floors, walls etc. Traditionally, all sorts of materials have been used, ash for example, is quite commonly found between floors. Modern materials are 
often referred to as 'absorbants'. see pugging 


Deal 


squared boards of pine or fir usual size is 9' x 2-4', used for flooring ie deal floors. 


Dean of Guild Court 
grew from the merchant's guild to settle trading disputes, within Scotland's Royal Burghs. The powers of these courts were steadily eroded by jealous town councils until the Police Act of 1862 allowed a 
wider establishment of such courts, mainly in response to poor housing. Control over build... 


Death watch beetle 
(Xestobium rufovillosum) a wood-boring beetle, so named because both sexes tap with their heads during courtship (the noise is not caused by them eating wood) and the sound was supposed to signify an 
imminent death. Larger than the common woodworm although related, it leaves exit, or shot hol... 


Delta bar 


A non ferrous metal bar (delta is a copper alloy) strong in both tension and compression, used for a range of conservation purposes including stitching together fractured lintels. 


Demesne 
an area of ground that nowadays would be thought of as the policies of a castle or large house, retained by the owner of that house for his or her own use, rather than being tenanted out. Typically the 
demesne (the 's' is not pronounced) would contain the home farm, a park, a chase etc so the ... 


Dendrochronology 
the science of dating timber by analysing tree ring widths can be used on any timber construction from building to furniture - a sort of fingerprinting process for trees. It is a process that is dependant on 
reference data, but long accurate sequences (chronologies) of growth patterns, have ... 


Dentil Course 
rectangular projecting blocks (dentils) , tightly spaced like teeth, usually below cornices (from Latin, Denticulus, a tooth). Dentilation simply refers to the presence of dentils on a building. 
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a flat board usually around 18' square with a projection on its underside which allows it to be hand held, used by plasterers to carry a small amount of the material they are working to the wall face, to which 
it is smoothed on using a plasterers trowel often referred to simply as a float, s... 
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Design and Build 
just as the name suggests, design and build involves one body, usually a contractor, who, once selected by a developer, both designs and constructs the project. This can work successfully where a situation 
is routine and the contractor has a good track record in a particular type of develope... 


Dew point 
see vapour barrier. 


Diaper brickwork 


a diamond pattern, achieved by using bricks of different colours. 


Die 
the body of a pedestal, between the base and the cornice. Also refers to the squared end of a turned baluster but is now most commonly used to describe the block ending a parapet or balustrade or forming a 
structural division within it. 


Diminishing courses 
a term usually applied to slates where it was common for the size of the slate to decrease towards the ridge. It seems an eminently sensible way to build stone walls, but the practice has seldom been applied 
to masonry construction. 


Discontinuous roofing 
a general term applied to any roofing material not laid in a sheet eg slate and tile. I have never heard the term applied to thatch, although it would seem to fit the definition. 


Ditch - Moat 
an excavation in front of a rampart which presents an obstacle to the attackers and provides excavated material which can be used in construction of ramparts. Commonly referred to as a 'moat.' See 
fortification. 


Docks - Wet, Graving, Floating 
wet docks are docks which maintain a guaranteed depth of water at all times, which often involves the use of gates. Graving docks are dry docks ie they can be closed and pumped dry. Floating docks are in 
effect, floating dry docks, which can be towed to where they are required. To date,... 


Dogleg 
a flight of stairs which doubles back on itself. 


Doocot 
(Scottish) see dovecote or pigeon house. 


Dook Hole \ Dook 
(Scottish) hole drilled in masonry or plaster for a fixing. The dook is the wooden plug filling the hole. 


Door sill or Storm Bar 
bar fitted to the bottom rail of a door, designed to keep out rain. 


ntt PORE RAR cyclo.co.ukllocal20935&page=1_ 1/8 
projecting strip on the door frame against which the door closes. 
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Door-doorway 
a doorway includes opening door and surrounds, the doorcase, which can take a variety of forms, having consistently evolved with the architectural styles of the time. They can be arched, rectangular, 
deeply recessed, flush, bipartite, tripartite etc. Basically the doorcase is there for decora... 


Doric 
The most massive and probably the oldest of the orders. The Greek doric had no base, the Romans added one. Shafts are fluted, numbers vary, but there are usually around twenty. The height of the column 
is between four-and-and-a-quarter and eight diameters. The entablature ... 


Dormer - cheeks - haffits 
timber wall plate. A dormer window therefore in the proper sense of the word, is a window built off the wallhead, but the term is used to describe any window projecting from the pitch of a roof. The 
vertical sides of a dormer are usually referred to as the 'cheeks' or haffits (S). Dormers... 


Dote 


the name given to timber surfaces which have just started to break down due to fungal decay but which are still structurally sound. Also known as incipient decay. Timbers so affected are sometimes 
referred to as 'dosy' See Dry Rot/Wet Rot. 


Double pile plan 


a plan which has two rooms throughout the depth of the building ie, a room at the front matched by a room at the rear. 


Dove 
a plasterers trowel. Basically a largish, rectangular metal plate with handle attached. 


Draw bar - Mural Cavity 


a heavy bar, usually timber, often concealed within the wall thickness (the hole would properly be described as a mural cavity), which could be drawn across a door to secure it. 


Dressings - accents 
all embracing term, used to describe stones worked to a smooth face and used to form features such as string courses or window margins which contrasts with the surrounding facing material. Dressed 
stonework is any stone which has been cut to a smooth face. Stone dressings in a brick buildi... 


Drip 
a groove cut into the underside of any projection eg a sill, to prevent water running back onto the face of the building. 


Dripmould 


a horizontal moulding on the face of a building, designed to shed water. 


Drum 
either a section from a cylindrical column, or the lower part of a dome. 


Dry Dash 


method of harling in which the aggregate is dashed on dry, and not incorporated into the mix. 


NEP HAMOEAVATDES UK/ocal/209358&page=1 2/8 


the problems associated with the decay of timber in buildings have spawned a huge and often damaging industry, which has been able to feed on the ignorance, fear and panic which surrounds the subject. 
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Much historic fabric has been needlessly removed, and toxic chemicals introduced into buildi... 


Dry stone 
building in stone without mortar, which rely on the skilful placing of stones so that each locks securely in place, for strength and durability. One of the oldest forms of construction, the most common and 
some of the best, examples are field boundries and, it is well worth considering the fa... 


Dry Stone Walling Association 


formed in 1968 to ensure the maintenance of good craftsmanship, the protection of dry stone structures, and the future of the trade. The association keeps a professional register. 


Duality 
occurs where a building has two visual axis, which cause it to split into two equal and visually disturbing, parts. Where the duality exists but has been designed out for example by the use of decoration, the 
duality is said to be resolved. 


Dubbing out 


the practice of filling the larger voids in an uneven surface prior to plastering or rendering, often using brick or tile to avoid extra thickness. 


Duckboards 
slatted boards which allow a person to walk over a vulnerable surface eg a lead gutter without damaging that surface. They should be positioned in such a way that they allow any water that gathers to 'wind 
blow' dry. (Illustration) 


Dummy Window or Door 
blind opening, usually composed of simple recessed panels but sometimes glazed or painted, which has been introduced for reasons of symmetry or architectural balance. While it did happen, it is quite 
wrong to assume that all blocked openings were a result of the window tax. 


Dumpy level 


a survey instrument consisting of a telescope and spirit level which, used with a measuring staff, allows differences in height to be recorded. See Measured Survey. 


Dun 
Gaelic and earlier celtic for fort. Usually applied to small, round late Iron-Age/Roman Period hill top fortifications. 


Dwang - noggins 


(Scottish) a timber inserted between joists or studs as reinforcement, noggins in other parts of the country. 


Easing Courses 
The first three or four courses of a pantiled roof are often in slate. These are known as easing courses and offer better protection to the wallhead, can allow more room to seat a wallplate, and disperse the 
channels of water formed in the pantiles which in periods of heavy rain can splas... 


Eaves 
the lower edge of a sloping roof, where it overhangs the wallhead. The eaves course is the lowest course of tiles or slates. Lined eaves, are eaves where a soffit board has been fitted to conceal rafter ends. 


Eaves Cornice 
wallhead cornice under the eaves of a roof. 
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Ecclesiastical exemption 
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an exemption from the provisions of The Ancient Monuments Act 1913 secured by the Church of England by reviving the churches system of Facility Jurisdiction, which it is claimed, offered adequate 
safeguards against destruction. This does not prevent buildings being listed, but means that th... 


Echinus 


a convex moulding forming part of the capital in doric and ionic orders, below the abacus. See Classic Architecture 


Eco - labelling 


a scheme to award 'labels' to products which are environmentally friendly by comparison with simiar goods. Should prove interesting when applied to products used by the building industry. 


Edge bedding 
occurs where the layers of the stone are vertical and run at 90 degrees to the plane of the wall. Projections such as cornices and pediments should be edge bedded. Increasingly, the French term en delit is 
used to describe this technique, which neatly avoids the confusion which can ari... 


Edge roll 


a circular moulding at the edge of an opening. 


Edwardian 
the period of the reign of King Edward VII 1901 -1910, which, with influence from Arts and Crafts and Art Nouveau, was less dependant on past styles and therefore produced a more simplistic, direct and 
human architecture, than the Victorian era. 


Efflorescence 
an unsightly white powdery deposit on the surface of stone, brick or cement work, caused by soluble salts being drawn to the surface where they then crystallise. Efflorescence is usually harmless and can 
be brushed off when dry. 


Eligible works 
it is seldom that all of the work undertaken in a building contract is eligible for grant aid. The portion of the works which are supported are the eligible works. A bill of quantities should make this 
distinction. 


Elizabethan 
building style of Elizabeth 1 of England. (It is argued that it should not be applied to Scotland) A time of transition from Gothic to Renaissance, so a mixture of old and new concepts, with vernacular design 
mixed in. Church building had halted and industrial building was primitive, so the... 


Ell 
an American term for a single storey addition to a building, usually containing a kitchen, which is at right angles to the existing building, thereby creating an 'ell' shape. Also a unit of measurement based on 
the length of an arm, and therefore a bit over a yard, mostly used for measuring c... 


Embodied energy 


the amount of energy used to construct a building in terms of extraction of materials, manufacture, transport and assembly on site 


Embrasure 
a small opening in a wall or parapet, usually with splayed reveals which allows guns to be fired from cover. See fortification. 
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the building ie a tarpaulin over a hole in the roof, temporary s... 


Emergency works and advice scheme 
a new English Heritage initiative to run for one year only (up to April 2000) targetted at privately owned buildings and structural ancient monuments. It is designed to help owners to deal with sudden 
emergencies bought on by fire, flood etc. The intention is to prevent the rapid deteriorati... 


Enabling development 
is development which would normally be rejected as contrary to planning policy, but is entertained on the basis that it would bring benefit to a heritage asset. A typical example might be the granting of 
consent for housing development within the policies of a historic building, on the basis ... 


Enciente 
the continuous outline or perimeter of a fortification, which is usually taken to follow the main line of defences. 


Endoscopy 


visual survey using specialised equipment such as fibre optics, which allows sight of areas usually innacessable to the surveyor. 


Enfilade 
a suite of rooms, which open into each other in a continuous sequence. - fire from, for example, a bastion which is capable of raking along an advancing line of attackers, thereby inflicting maximum 
casualties. See fortification . 


Engineering brick 


a dense, robust brick, suitable for use in heavy duty structures, ie viaducts. 


English bond 


a bond consisting of alternate courses of headers and stretchers. See brick/brickwork. 


English Heritage 
The popular name for The Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission for England, formed 1984 as a quango responsible for virtually all aspects of the conservation of the historic environment, 
including making recommendations for grants to The Historic Buildings Council, but is ultimately answ... 


English Historic Towns Forum 
created in 1987 in order to reconcile prosperity and conservation in historic towns. The forum set out to establish contact between local authorities with responsibility for historic towns, circulate 
information on critical management issues, and express a collective view on proposals likel... 


Enrichment 


any form of decoration on buildings consisting of applied, carved or painted ornament. 


Entablature 

the upper part of an order, consisting of cornice, frieze and architrave. Essentially the beam which spans between columns. Literally it means something laid upon a table, ie flat. See Classical Architecture. 

Entasis 

very slight convex curve put on columns and sometimes other structures such as spires to prevent the optical illusion of them appearing concave, ie, bending outwards. 
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an ornamental covering to a keyhole. A drop escutcheon has a hinged or pivoting flap covering the keyhole. Also, a shield bearing a coat of arms. 


Espagnolette bolt 


a long vertically hung bolt, with a handle fixed at a convenient height for securing side hung casement at top and bottom. Occasionally they are used on doors. 


Esplanade 
cleared space on which people can walk, as a relief from the overcrowding of the town or fort, and which offers a field of fire to defenders, situated between a town and its citadel or immediately within the 
walls of a fortification. 


Europa Nostra 
formed in 1963 as a federation of independant conservation bodies and historic town representitives, currently over 200, in 23 European countries. Merged with The International Castles Institute in 1991. 
Basic aim is to raise awareness of the architectural and natural heritage through award s... 


European Standards 
the European Committee for standardisation usually referred to as CEN from the French - Comite Europeen de Normalisation. Exists, as the name suggests, to rationalise the various standards that exist 
across the member states. In many cases they introduce standards which are stricter and less... 


Exit strategy 
in effect, the way in which a project is planned to finish and enable the developer to recoup his outlay and realise a profit. Much conservation work, particularly where restoration and new uses is involved, 
carries a degree of risk, and an exit strategy, while unfortunately all too often a... 


Expansion joint 
in its simplest form, a vertical joint in a wall packed with soft material which accommodates expansion. The building regs require such a joint every seven metres. 


Extension of time 
an extension of time to a contract period authorised by the architect for reasons of adverse weather conditions, an unusual number of variations etc. The reasons for which an extension of time may be 
granted are usually given in the conditions of contract. 


Extractives 


small amount of substances aditional to the major components of wood which give timbers their own colour and odour. Resin is the best known. 


Extrados 


outer curve of the voussoirs. See arch. (Illustration) 


Fabric 
the physical material from which a building is constructed. 


Facade 
front or face of a building, usually implies an architectural treatment. A nice way to think of it is as a business card which the building presents to passers by. 


Facadism 
the practice of retaining the front elevation (facade) and constructing a new and usually larger building behind it. While it is a practice much condemned by conservationists, in fact there can be arguments 
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Face bedding 


occurs where the layers of the stone are vertical and parallel to the plane of the wall. Usually leads to extensive powdering and scaling of the stone. (Illustration) 


Facing brick 


a brick whose colour and durability is suitable for the exposed face of a wall. 


Faience 
glazed earthenware, usually cream, used as a decorative cladding, particularly in the earlier 20th century, retail, cinema and industrial facades (first manufactured at Faenza in Italy). It is produced by firing 
twice, first without and then with a glaze. 


Fan vault 
resembles a fan! Constructed in concave ribs of equal length, which spring from a central point. The ribs meet, or nearly meet at the apex or crown of the vault. 


Fanlight 
glazed area above door, designed to brighten the halls of Georgian Houses. Fanlights were often supurb examples of craftmanship and imaginative design and tended to reflect current fashion and 
technology. Initially timber, they became more delicate as technology improved ... 


Fascia 
the broad, horizontal board over a shopfront which carries the name of the shop, can be ornamental, with consoles and cornice. Also, a board carrying the rainwater gutter. In Classical Architecture - a plain 
horizontal band in an architrave. 


Feather edge 


where harling is reduced to the thinnest possible coat, to give way to dressed stone, limewash etc. Also refers to reduced thickness in timber boards. 


Fenestration 
the manner in which windows are arranged in an elevation. 


Ferneries 
purpose built greenhouses or shaded outdoor areas for raising ferns, often planted in roots, tree stumps and rock work. An essential element in the Victorian and Edwardian garden (see Conservatory, 
Greenhouse, Stovehouse, Orangery, Orchard House). 


Festoons - Swags 
ornament in the form of a garland of fruit or flowers, suspended near both both ends, so that the centre sags and the ends hang vertically. Commonly called a swag. (Illustration) 


Feu 
a piece of land on which feu duty is required to be paid. The feu duty is an annual payment, for the right to use a piece of land. The person receiving the payment is the feudal superior. Frequently seen as a 
tiresome burdon, it can sometimes introduce quite sensitive control, where the conse... 


Fieldwalking 


the collection of artefacts and/or remains from the surface of the land. Often from fields where they might have been turned up by the plough. 


Figure 
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Fillet 


a thin, flat band, running between mouldings, the purpose of which is to both separate and define them. 


Final certificate 


a certificate stating that the works are now complete and the client is due a full and final settlement to the contractor. see contract. 


Finial 
topmost featured ornament, freestanding above spire gable etc. The pineapple, which was known as the welcome fruit was a popular model for finials but so were acorns and pinecones, and it is sometimes 
difficult to distinguish between them without careful scrutiny. 


Finishing coat 


a final coat of render or plaster, usually very smooth, often with painting in mind. The application of this coat is often referred to by the plasterers as ‘fining off. 


Fire hooks 


Fire hooks, used to pull burning thatch from roofs were at one time fairly common impliments, and along with the simple bucket were were the earliest fire fighting appliances. 


Fire marks 
plates issued by insurance companys and fixed to buildings to enable the company to identify which buildings were insured by them. A vast number of designs evolved, there were over 150 companies and 
most of them produced a number of variants. Many of them feature a ... 


Fireproof jack-arch construction 
a fireproof construction involving a cast iron frame holding in place brick arches. A jack arch is an arch one brick thick. 


Firing 


the process of changing dried mud into an approximation of stone by heating to extreme temperatures in a kiln. See brick. 


Fish ponds and stew ponds 
traditionally not associated with the garden or ornamental water, these were for the raising or temporary storing of caught fish for the kitchens. Often located some distance from the house and garden (see 
Moats). 


Fissibility 


the ease with which a stone can be split along or against, its natural bed. See riven. 


Flange 


basically, a flattened edge, mainly used to describe the flat mass of metal at the top and/or bottom of a metal joist, or the disc cast or welded at the end of a pipe to enable a joint to be formed. 


https://www.encyclo.co.uk/local/20935&page=1 8/8 


7/22/23, 5:01 PM Encyclo - Dundee University - The Urban Conservation Glossary 


Flashing 
a protective sheet metal detail, usually of lead or copper covering a joint or surface which may be exposed to rain penetration. Where a horizontal meets a vertical surface, flashings are often in two parts, an 
upstand which turns up the vertical surface with a cover or counter flashing, sec... 


Flaunching 


a mortar fillet applied around the base of chimney pots to hold them in place and to prevent water penetrating the top of the stack. 


Fleche 


spirelet of timber, lead, cast iron etc rising from a roof ridge rather than a tower, and often acting as a ventilator. 


Flemish bond 


a bond where the courses consist of alternate headers and stretchers. See brick/brickwork. 


Flint 
a pure form of silica found in clay, but most frequently in the chalk deposits of south east England. Very hard and easily split, it has long been used as a building material, only dying out as brick became 
more widely available. A product of glacial action, flints are usually small and roun... 


Flitch beam 


a timber beam which has been strengthened by the insertion of a metal plate (flitch plate). 


Float 
a name for any straight-edged board drawn over plaster or render to produce a smooth (floated) surface. A floating coat is a base coat of plaster or render usually keyed to take a second coat. Sometimes the 
type of keying for example, diamond pattern, is specified. 


Flock 


wallpaper in which powdered wool is stuck to the paper to give a pile effect. 


Florence Charter 
registered by ICOMOS in December 1982 as an addendum to the Venice Charter covering the specific field of historic gardens. It was an acknowledgement that historic gardens were monuments in their 
own right, and not just 'sites'. Read it 


Fluctuations 


increases or decreases in costs of labour and materials. see contract. 


Flushwork 


Sometimes flint is used with dressed stone to form patterns or inscriptions, the result of which is known as flushwork. 


Fluting - Channelling 
a series of shallow concave grooves, vertical on the shaft of a column. Sometimes referred to rather simplistically as 'channelling'. See classical architecture. 
Flying stair 
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Flyover 


stair or platt bridged over a sunken area. (Illustration) 


Focus on Kellie Castle, Fife 
Kellie castle in Fife, one of the oldest and finest in Scotland. Restored by Sir Robert Lorimer in the 1880s as the family home, it is now in the care of the National Trust for Scotland. Note the scarcement, 
(supporting an unhealthy level of plant growth) (Detail) the stair tower in the ... 


Foil 


leaf shape formed by cusping of a circle in tracery. 


Foliated 
carved with leaf ornamentation. eg foliated tympanum or pediment, foliated cusps. Can also refer to the beating of metal into thin sheets ie copper, or the separation of mineralogical material into different 
layers. 


Foliation 


The separation of a material into separate layers. 


Folly 
usually costly, often fantastic, and mostly useless structures, which can be as diverse as sham castles, grottos, bridges, pagodas, temples etc many of which were built to appear as ruins. It is easy to be 
dismissive of them, but in fact they are interesting for a number of reasons. Mostly... 


Forestair 
(Scottish) an external stair, in stone, sometimes timber, usually to first floor level, but can be higher. Associated mainly with houses of the 18th century, they can be earlier and indeed, can feature in much 
more modern architecture. 


Formwork-Shuttering 


braced timber or metal into which tempered earth is rammed or concrete is poured, usually for structural purpose, texture of material eg board shape, is often left on concrete. 


Fortification 
the whole purpose of fortification is to enable smaller numbers to resist more powerful attacking forces. The three basic elements when defending a site were walls, towers and gates. Defence is a natural 
reaction and most people are able to identify personally with defensive structures amongst... 


Frass 
outer layers of timber, usually confined to sapwood, which have been destroyed by insect infestation. Seldom affects structure of older, usually oversized, timbers, but does have some fire risk. 


Free stuff 


timber with no knots or other imperfections. 


Freestone - Liver rock 
a stone in which the beds are strongly bonded, making it relatively easy to work in either direction, and durable, suitable for balusters etc. (The better class of mason who would have worked freestones 
were probably the original freemasons). Freestones are sometimes referred to as liver r... 


htthedneh.Repfio.co.uk/local/20935&page=2 2/8 
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French window 
side hung casements, which are carried down to floor level and open as doors. 


Fresco - Secco 
painting carried out on wet plaster, a process which has given us some of the world's great art. Often loosley used to describe any mural painting. Where the plaster is allowed to dry before paint is applied, 
the process is called 'secco', which is not so durable as fresco. 


Fret - Greek Key 


ornamental patterns consisting of continuous bands of fillets interlocking at right angles in key shaped patterns. The fillets can be incised, in relief, or painted. Sometimes referred to as 'Greek Key’. 


Friends of Friendless churches 
formed 1967 to save churches and chapels of architectural and historic interest under threat. Sister organization - Ancient Monuments Society 


Frieze 
a decorated band on an internal wall below a cornice or the middle division of the entablature, usually heavily decorated. See Classical Architecture. 


Frog 


the indentation in the face of a brick, which makes it both easy to handle and bed into mortar. 


Frost work 
the tooling of stone to resemble icicles. Similar to vermiculated. 


Fruiting body 
see dry rot. 


Fungi 
curious growths which have a bad press with anyone involved in old buildings who will immediately begin to think of dry rot. They are in fact very important organisms that feed not as plants do through 
photosynthesis, but absorbs their food externally by breaking down dead organic matter and i... 


Gabion 


an oblong basket in wire or interlaced metal strips filled with earth stone etc which can be used for reinforcement of anything from river banks to foundations. 


Gablet 


a small gable used as a decorative feature. 


Gait 
(gate) Scots word for street which would have originally had a gait or port on it. The name is usually indicitative of its original function eg marketgait, cowgait, along which cows would be driven to 
common pasture. 


Galvanised 
a process, available from the mid 1800's (first patented in 1837) , where iron is coated with zinc to protect it from rusting, eg galvanised roofing nails. If not done particularly well, can start to deteriorate 
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Gambrel 


a ridged roof finishing at each end on a small vertical gable below which the roof slopes to meet the gable wall. The shape is often described as resembling a horses hind leg 


Garden front 


of the two main elevations of a house, the garden front is the one which is the more secluded and usually more intimately scaled. 


Garden History Society 
founded to encourage the study of the history of gardening and horticulture and to promote and advise on the protection and conservation of all historic landscapes, for which purpose, the society employs a 
number of case officers across the country. 


Garden Houses 
developed from arbours and banqueting houses. Built for shade in a wide variety of forms (see Pavilions, Pagodas, Root houses, Gazebo). 


Garden Orchard 
an area of the garden planted with fruit trees. When incorporated in a pleasure garden, the trees are usually grafted onto a dwarfing root stock and the surrounding ground is grassed over and often sown 
with bulbs. 


Garderobe 


safe store, but more usually a privy, very often to be found in thickness of a castle wall. 


Gargoyle 


a projecting water spout, usually grotesquely carved in the form of an animal or human figure. 


Gatehouse(s) 


building(s) at the entrance to an estate. Early medieval examples are usually partially fortified, later the design became more ornate. Usually served as the home of the gatekeeper (see Lodge). 


Gauge 
several meanings, all basically relating to size - can be thickness ie of sheet metal, can be the addition of a substance such as PFA to lime mortar to achieve a harder set (gauging) or it can refer to the part of 
a slate or tile below the lap. 


Gauged brickwork 


very precisely made bricks laid with fine joints. 


Gazebo 


tower or lantern but usually a summerhouse or pavilion with a view of the landscape. see belvedere 


Geddes, Patrick (1854-1932) 
trained as a biologist, Geddes was Professor of Botany at Dundee from 1889-1919 after which he became Professor of Sociology at Bombay University 1920-1923. From 1904 onwards, Geddes began to 
become actively involved in town planning, a founder member of the RTPI, publication of City Developm... 


Geometric 
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Georgian 
the period from the accession of King George I in 1714 to the death of King George IV in 1830, including therefore the first ten years of the Regency period, which became characterised by the bow front. 
Initially influenced by Roman antiquity, as Greece became ac... 


Georgian Group 
founded 1937. Planning authorities are legally obliged to consult on all matters relating to Georgian buildings, (England only). Group has strong interest in all aspects of Georgian built environment, and 
wherever possible, stimulates knowledge of the period. Publishes excellent advice note... 


Gesso 


a gypsum compound, or a mixture of chalk and size, which provides a smooth white, absorbent surface, much used in early 19th century for adding ornament to woodwork. 


Gibbs surround 
treatment of door or window surround where blocks of stone are inserted into the architrave. Used by James Gibbs 1682-1754. Born in Aberdeen, Gibbs followed from Wren as the most influential architect 
of his day. Influenced by the Baroque, his most notable buildings are St Martins-in-theF... 


Gilding 
generally taken to mean the covering of furniture, decoration etc with gold leaf, but can also be undertaken in silver and a number of alloys. There are two methods of guilding, oil guilding and water 
guilding which refers to the manner in which the surface was treated prior to the leaf bein... 


Glacis 
sloping ground on the attackers side of the covered way, cleared of all obstacles and therefore exposed to defensive fire. See fortification. 


Glass 
known to man since at least 4000BC, the basic ingredients are sand and a flux to reduce the melting point, such as soda. Ideal ingredients are basically, soda ash, lime and pure white silica sand, which are 
then fused together at high temperature. The Romans used glass in windows, after wh... 


Glasshouse cone 
feature of early 19th century glassworks. A giant furnace chimney, big enough for the glassworkers to work inside. Only one left in Scotland at Alloa (Four in Britain). See glass. 


Glazing 
the cutting of glass and fitting it into sashes or cames, also, the ornamentation of windows with stained glass. A glazing bar is a wood or metal bar supporting, and therefore dividing the glass of a window, 
can be horizontal or vertical (see astragal). - see Focus on Miln's Buildings ... 


Glover 
the open cupola which frequently sit on top of doocots, allowing access and providing a place for the birds to sit and preen. 


Goad's Insurance plans 
started by Charles Goad in 1885. Now available for larger towns and cities throughout the whole United Kingdom, and some mainland European Countries. Originally they were compiled to illustrate the 
degree of fire risk of various premises. They detailed the use, c... 


Golden Section 
httpsopomicanoyckppooxdinaaiR0S3$€pagers2d by Greeks, very satisfying to the eye. Far more widely used than many would imagine, many window openings on our older buildings have a width to heigh8 ratio 
which complies, or comes close to the golden section. Read more abou... 
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Gorge 


the rear face of an exterior defensive work. See fortification. 


Gothic 
a style of architecture which predominated throughout Europe from 12th to early 16th centuries. Evolved from the Romanesque, it is characterised by the pointed arch, ribbed vaults and elaborate traceried 
window openings. Gothic architecture in England is usually broken down into three phas... 


Gothic revival 
Gothic architecture never died, but it was only from the early 1800s that it began to re-emerge in a serious fashion. Gothic revival is noticeably different from its medieval predecessor, partly due to 
standards of craftsmanship etc, but also different building types were involved, ie hotel... 


Gothic ruins 
artificial ruins of towers, battlements, castles etc erected in gardens and landscapes from C1 8th onwards. Usually well made in traditional manner using traditional materials, but sometimes also of canvas, 
wood (also see Sham Castles). 


Grade 


classification of materials ie grade of plywood, or the slope of a piece of ground. 


Grain 
the direction of the fibres which make up the wood in relation to the trunk. In straight grained wood the elements lie parallel to each other and to the trunk, as a result of which the wood is easliy split. It is 
usual to work timber with the grain, ie plane or adze the timber so t... 


Graining-Scrumbling-Mottler 
a technique of painting lesser quality woodwork in imitation of a better quality wood eg pine to represent seasoned oak. Also known as scrumbling. At its crudest it involves working a semi-transparent coat 
applied over a base coat with a comb, brush or rag to simulate the grain of the more... 


Grange 
originally, a farm associated with a monastery. 


Granite 
a coarse-grained igneous rock cooled and consolidated at depth in the earth's crust. Three essential minerals must be present; feldspar, mica and quartz. (Illustration) It can be very smooth faced, ie axed, 
fine axed, double axed or polished. The first Aberdeen granite masters actually went ... 


GRC 


glass reinforced concrete , much used to reproduce large areas of stonework. 


Green bricks 


are newly cast, wet but firm bricks, which are put into a drying shed or hack to harden up before being transferred to the kiln. See brick/brickwork 


Greenhouse 
detached structures built in glass and iron or wood for growing plants which need a warmer environment, either due to their exotic nature or in order to force flowers, fruit or vegetables (see Conservatory, 
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Greenhouse Corridors 
long glass covered walks forming an indoor arbour, predominantly used for growing climbing plants and creepers. 


Grid-iron - Organic planning 
sometimes simply referred to as the grid or checkerboard planning. The commonest, and the most rational, pattern for planning urban development. Virtually every town and village if not originally planned 
on a grid has a gridded addition. Grids are all too often p... 


Groin 
sharp edges where surfaces meet in a groin vault, not covered by ribs. See vault. 


Grotto 
a simulated natural cave, dug into the earth or built up out of rock and lined with collections of zoological and geological specimens eg stalagmites, shells, bones, altars etc. Usually very atmospheric and 
often designed to ‘disquiet’. 


Ground glass 


obscure glass formed by grinding one face, usually with sand. 


Grout 
any mortar containing a considerable amount of liquid which can be either pumped or gravity fed into voids. This sounds a very simple process but is one which requires a great deal of skill and specialist 
advice. 


GRP 


glass reinforced plastic. Easily moulded, often used to reproduce decorative cast-iron. 


Gunter's chain 
the basic measuring tool for land surveying until the change to metrication was the surveyors chain or 'Gunter‘s chain' after Edmund Gunter (1581-1626). 66 feet or 22 yards it is the length of a cricket 
pitch. One chain square is one - tenth of an acre. The chain has 100 links and every ten 1... 


Guttae 


small projections under the triglyphs in a doric frieze. Said to represent pegs used in the original timber construction. See Classical Architecture. 


Gypsum plaster 
is basically, calcium sulphate, the raw material for fine plaster, used for finishing the interior surfaces (walls and ceilings) of a building, which sets rapidly on addition of water. Most gypsum is mined, but it 
is also available as an industrial by-product. Gypsum plaster is not suitable ... 


Ha-Ha 
a trench, with one side vertical, the other gently sloping, a method of containing livestock, which would be invisible from beyond the vertical side. Often found around the great houses where the occupants 
wanted an uninterupted view of their property. 


Haa Houses 
a remarkable series of two and three storey symetrical laird's or merchant's houses found on the Shetland Isles. 
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Hammer beam 
a hammerbeam is a horizontal timber projecting at wall head level towards the centre of the roofspace, like a tie beam without a central section. Supported on corbels, they carry a vertical timber, the 
hammer post, which supports a purlin, and is usually braced to a collar beam. ... 


Hammer Dressed \ bull-faced 


stonework, hammered to a projecting rock-faced finish, sometimes also known as bull-faced. 


Hanging chimney \ smoking chimney 


a large canopy chimney, in which meat, fish or other foodstuffs were hung to smoke. Also called a smoking chimney. 


Harl \ harling 
(Scottish) a form of roughcast widely used throughout Scotland and the north of England, in which a mixture of an aggregate (usually small even-sized pebbles) and a binding material (traditionally sand 
and lime, latterly portland cement) is dashed, or hurled (harled) on to a masonry wall. ... 


Haunch 
one side or the shoulder of the broad base to a wallhead chimney; also the side of an arch between its crown and its pier. (Illustration) 


Head 


top edge of a slate. Slate Terminology Diagam 


Head lap 


the distance the leading edge of a slate overlaps the nail hole of the slate two courses below. Slate Terminology Diagam 


Header 


a brick or stone with its longer length set at right angles to the face of the wall, so that only its end appears on the face of the wall. 


Header bond 


a bond composed entirely of headers. (Usually a sign of a solid wall). See brick. 


Hedge 


a living ‘wall’, usually of evergreen plants, employed for privacy, shelter and for the marking out of garden plots, great or small. 


Helm 


a four sided roof, rising to a point, and sitting on four gabled walls. 
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Herb Garden 


an area of the garden planted with medicinal and/or culinary herbs, usually laid out in a formal or geometric pattern. 


Heritage asset 
a term which is all-embracing and is used for any artefact from paintings to vintage cars to areas of ancient woodland. It is not meant to imply a degree of significance, ie that the subject is of national 
importance. It is now frequently used to refer to any component of the historic built ... 


Heritage dividend 


the further investment and subsequent regeneration which can often result from urban conservation projects. 


Heritage Lottery Fund 
came into being in January 1995, funded by the National Lottery, and administered by the Trustees of the National Heritage Memorial Fund. The Fund aims to 'Safeguard and enhance those heritage assets, 
including buildings, objects and the environment, whether man-made or natural which have be... 


Heritage Tenure 
a term used to describe the philosophy that owners or tennants are merely the current occupiers of historic buildings and that they have a duty to ensure that the property is maintained in good condition so 
that it can be enjoyed by future generations. 


Heritors 
persons liable for public burden. The heritors were a parish body, usually landowners and officials within burghs who were expected to make provision for the poor, in addition, they were responsible for 
the parish school up until 1872, and the church and manse up to 1925. 


Hermit Cell 
a shelter or ramshackle house built in an isolated part of an 18th or early 19th century landscape garden to house a hired hermit. Usually primitively made out of gnarled wood or roots. Hermits' contracts 
usually lasted 7 years in which time they were to occupy the cell in silent contemplat... 


Hexastyle 


describes a portico with six front columns. 


Hingin Lum 
(Scottish) vernacular form of canopy chimney cantilevered from the wall, usually of timber or whattle and clay. Known in most other areas as a smoke hood. They are commonly found in vernacular 
buildings where the central hearth moves to the gable, which might be thin or poorly mortared, and... 


Hip 


the junction of two external, sloping roof surfaces. A hipped roof has no gables, it consits of four sloping sides. 


Hipped 


where the ends of the roof are sloped rather than vertical. see piended 


Historic Buildings Council 


the body who advises the respective secretaries of state on the making of grants or loans for historic buildings, or for conservation area preservation/enhancement. Acts on recommendation of Historic 


Scotland in Scotland, English Heritage in England, CADW in Wales. 
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Historic Houses Association 
formed in 1973, as an independent organisation to work for the owners of private houses, to preserve the houses, their contents and grounds. Now represents almost 1500 house owners. 


Historic Scotland 
formed 1984, as Historic Buildings and Monuments Commission, renamed Historic Scotland in 1990. An Executive Agency within The Scottish Office, (unlike English Heritage, not a Quango) its basic 
objectives are to safeguard and promote Scotland's built heritage on behalf of the Secretary of Sta... 


Hob grate 


a fire grate comprising a basket with flanking hobs, designed to keep pots warm. 


Honeycomb brickwork 


a wall in which bricks are deliberately spaced to allow for ventilation or to achieve a visual effect. 


Hoodmould \ dripstone 


projecting moulding over an arch or lintel designed to throw off water, also known as dripstones. They could be quite ornate and many estates adopted particular styles for their buildings. 


Hopper - Hopper windows 
rainwater head receiving water from rhones or gutters. Hopper windows are a common feature in industrial architecture, having been introduced c1870. Panes are pivoted horizontally along their bottom 
edge to open inwards: in the 20th century their use has been extended to domestic and commerce... 


Hopper Window 
in industrial architecture, a type of window introduced c. 1870 in which the top panes are pivoted horizontally to open inwards: in the 20th century their use has been extended to domestic and commercial 
buildings. 


Horns 
The short upward or downward projections at the corners of sashes. They are often ornamented with an ogee profile and were introduced to retain stability when astragals were no longer required. Many 
restorations where the astragals are reintroduced, also feature horns which is quite wrong. ... 


Horonizing 
the use of stone off cuts as a surfacing material in the same way as cobbles. While quite large areas can be covered in this way, the material is more often used at small, awkward junctions for example at the 
foot of walls. 


Horse Gear or Horse Engine 
sometimes known as a gin, a circular walkway in which a central shaft is turned by horses to drive stationary agricultural machinery, usually a threshing machine; some are open but most are contained 
within a circular or polygonal building called a horse mill. 


Hortus Fenestralis 


window box in the form of miniature greenhouse. 


House 
(Scottish) traditionally a family's rooms, what we might now call a flat in a land which would now be called a building. A tenement was an area of land. 
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HTI 


High temperature Insulation, a powder of ceramic brick dust used as a mortar additive to enhance setting properties. 


Hydrated Lime 


is produced when just enough water is added to quicklime to slake it, most lime is supplied bagged and powdered, in this form. 


Hydrofluoric acid 
a compound of hydrogen and fluorine dissolved in water to produce an extremely corrosive acid traditionally used to etch glass. Fluorine is the most reactive of the halogens and extremely dangerous to 
handle. Paradoxically, many fluorine compounds are extremely stable, and used to inhibit co... 


Hyphae 


thin tubes or threads, which spread out from the seeds, across the surface of timber, feeding on the starch, sugar and moisture it contains. See Dry Rot/Wet Rot. 


Hyphenium 
the spore bearing surface of a fungal fruiting body. See Dry Rot/Wet Rot. 


Ice House 
semi-subterranean vaulted or domed chamber built to store ice or snow throughout the summer to keep fish, meat etc. fresh. Erected where possible on/in a raised or sloping site to facilitate drainage. 
Probably the origin of most secret tunnel rumours. On large estates the ice house would b... 


Impost 
projection marking the point from which the arch springs from its support. (Illustration) 


In band 


also referred to as batchelor slates, are narrow slates which sometimes have to be inserted into courses to maintain the proper width of side lap. Slate Terminology Diagam 


Indent 
in masonry, the insertion of a new stone to replace a decayed or damaged one. An indent should always use stone sourced from the original quarry, or should achieve as close a match as possible. A pre cast 
unit is not an indent, and should never be considered for one off situations where, to... 


Indenting Illustration 


Indenting new stonework. 


Independent dates 


dates that are arrived at by means such as carbon dating or dendrochronology, and are not dependant on archaeological or historic research. 


Indorous felt 


a fleecy felt which prevents lead sticking to its substrate. (Illustration) 


Inglenook 


a fireplace with provision for seating within the opening. 
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Ingo 


the wall face at the point where it turns to form a door or window opening. 


Insurance 
an important and sometimes controversial issue in the conservation world. Proper insurance to enable full reinstatement in the event of loss is now a condition of most grant awards, but many listed 
buildings have no insurance, or are not properly insured. (see condition of average) Unlike t... 


Interdict 
(Scottish) (Injunction in England) A legal procedure involving a person or body placing a writ before a sherrif to prevent or cease from doing some form of action not normally perceived as a crime. Most 
commonly used in respect of civil rights, but on occasion can be a useful supplement to li... 


International style 
term coined by the organisers of the first international exhibition of modern architecture, New York 1932. Now a representative term for mainstream architecture from 1920 to 1960, although there are 
differences between countries. 


Intervention 
any action which has a physical effect on the fabric of a building. 


Intrados 


inner face of voussoirs. See arch. (Illustration) 


Intumescent paint 
fire retardent paint. Until fairly recently, these were very ‘porridgey' substances but now, intumescent paints and varnishes are practically indistinguishable from normal paints, and depending on surface 
area and mass of material, can guarantee up to 90 minutes fire resistance, on cast iron... 


Tonic 
Later than the doric, the ionic order has a distinctive capital, with two volutes, and an echinus based on a water lily shape. The Greek capital was straight sided, the volutes on the Roman capital angled 
outwards. The columns, on attic bases, usually have about twenty four... 


Ironwork 
Iron ore is a common element, which requires processing before it becomes a recognisable metal. It has an ability to combine with other elements and so can occur in a number of forms, but the three major 
types are wrought iron, cast iron and steel. Steel is now the most important, but its prod... 


Isonmetric 
a three dimensional drawing in which all lines of the plan are drawn at thirty degrees to the horizontal. Difficult to construct, despite the distortion of the plan they provide a very accurate picture of what a 
building actually looks like. see Axonometric. 


Jack rafter 


a short piece of timber used to smooth out awkward junctions ie between two pitches of a roof. 


Jacobean 
building style (mainly domestic) of the reign of James | of England 1603-25. More sumptuous than Elizabethan it was characterised by the use of a number of details from different renaissance styles, 
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Jamb 


now usually taken to simply describe the vertical sides to a window or door opening. Properly used, it only relates to those vertical parts which support the lintel. 


Jetty 
in timber framed building, an overhang where an upper floor projects or juts (hence jetty?) over the floor below. Jetties were status symbols, and have some functional purpose in preventing deflection in 
floors. They also provide increased floorspace shelter, and prevent water running down ... 


Jib door 


a door which is concealed by decoration matching the surrounding walls. They are often found in libraries where the disguise is the spines of books. 


Jobbing 


building works which are small in quantity and value. 


Joggle 


a masons term to describe a any sort of joint which fits two stones together, in which the projection or joggle is part of the stone. Could range from a simple tongue and groove to a dovetail. 


Joint Contracts Tribunal (JCT) 
formed by a number of interest groups such as RIBA, RICS, British Property Federation, Association of Consulting Engineers etc as a forum for establishing the form and content of contracts for use in the 
construction industry 


Joists - Joist Hangar 
parallel timbers which carry floorboards. There are sometimes two levels of joists, in which case the upper row are termed bridging joists, the lower are binding joists. A floor where the joists are left 
exposed is often referred to as an open floor. A Joist Hanger is a metal box open at on... 


Jougs 


(Scottish) iron manacles used to punish minor criminals. Usually prominently sited, often found at market crosses - ths scots equivalent of the stocks. 


Jumper 
a long metal bar, with a chisel head, used in quarrying to drill a hole to receive blasting powder. A skilled gang of three men, one holding two alternately hammering, could drill amazingly deep even holes. 


Keep - Donjon 


the principal tower of a castle, usually in the centre. Donjon, not to be confused with dungeon, is the French term for keep. See fortification 


Keystone 
the voussoir at the centre of the arch, often larger and decorated. (Illustration) 


Kingpost 


a vertical timber rising from the centre of a tie beam to support the ridge. See roof. 


Kiss marks 


a darker spot on the brick caused by touching in the kiln. 
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area of the garden or estate, often walled, which is set aside for the production of fruit and vegetables. Usually laid out in functional rectangular beds, although the knot and parterre gardens have their 
origins in this form of garden. 


Knapped flint 


a flint which is split and sometimes squared, revealing a smooth dark surface which is then built into a wall face. To knap, is to break or split. 


Knee 


a knee is the junction formed where a vertical meets a sloping member in a handrail. 


Knocking up 
re-working lime mortar to a stage when it is suitable for use. It is seldom necessary to add water, and when it is added, it does not affect the quality of the mix, unlike remixing most modern mortars and 
plasters which have started to dry, where adding water is necessary and is generally... 


Knot 
a knot is formed when a branch becomes embedded in the trunk. While they can increase the resistance of timber to splitting, they can seriously effect the bending strength of joists, floorboards etc. See 
wood. 


Labyrinth 
a network of passages laid out as a puzzle. Most commonly these are hedged mazes. They appear to have developed from the intricate paths laid out in C17th bosket. Where the labyrinth is two 
dimensional, they are referred to as 'pavement labyrinths’, the best known of which is on the floor ... 


Lancent 
slender pointed arch window. 


Landmark Trust 
formed 1965, is an independant charity which rescues and restores interesting (some may say unusual) buildings for use as holiday lettings. Their catalogues illustrate a wonderful collection of buildings 
and are worth obtaining for that reason alone. 


Lantern 
a small glazed turret lighting a roof or dome, usually quite small, but can be large magnificent and technically brilliant as at Ely Cathedral. 


Lap or cover 
the distance between the tail of a slate and the nail hole of the slates it covers in the preceeding course. Slate Terminology Diagam 


Lath 
strips of wood which are nailed to studs, joists, rafters etc to carry plaster, although the term is sometimes also applied to the strips of wood, usually referred to as battens, on which tiles are hung. Usually 
around 2 inches wide and of varied thickness. Single laths are around one-ei... 


Lawn 
an area of the garden or wider landscape given over to grass. Initially these would have been roughly scythed and have looked more like tidy meadows, however later a more even look was appreciated and 
for this reason animals were allowed to graze the grass to keep it short. Extensive areas o... 
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an important historic document, there is a long tradition of inscribing into lead. ... 


Lead burned 


lead which is welded. 


Lead Figures 
statuary formed out of cast lead. Most popular in the C18th when when improved methods of reinforcing allowed freestanding and fountain figures were made. These were highly durable and methods of 
patination were used to achieve a variety of finishes from a standard weathered appearance to ... 


Lead Illustrations 
Lead sheet on the roof of York Minister. Note the hollow roll joints used vertically. (Detail). (Illustration) of the ends of the rolls. 


Lead Joints 
can be divided into five main types - Drip, formed where lead is lapped over a step in the substrate. Hollow roll, is formed when two sheets meet to form a standing seam which is turned into a roll. 
(Illustration 1), (Illustration 2) Lap, where one sheet is si... 


Lead work 
cast lead garden features, including rainwater goods (pipeheads, hoppers), cisterns, sundials and especially vases and flower pots, mainly from the C18th. 


Leaded lights 


glass held in lead glazing bars, usually set directly into stonework. 


Lean to 


a roof with one slope only, built against a vertical wall. 


Legget 


a wooden tool in its simplest form a flat board with a handle which can be angled or straight which is used for dressing the ends of reed or combed wheat straw into place. see Thatch. 


Lewis hook 
device for lifting blocks of stone in which a dovetailed shaped tennon (a lewis) usually made in three sections is fitted into a dovetailed recess cut into the block. An eye or hook fitted to one of the three 
sections which are screwed together once they have been inserted into the stone, ... 


Life cycle costings 
in building terms, these are the costs involved in owning and using a building over a predicted life span. A true life cycle analysis, will include - initial cost; maintenance costs; energy costs; cleaning costs; 
overhead and management costs; utilisation costs; resale valu... 


Liggers or sways 
long thin saplings which are used for securing the thatch. Held in place by spars, they can be concealed or they can lie on the surface of the thatch, where they are often used to decorative effect. 


Light - Ancient Lights 
the framed part of a widow opening. In a medieval timber framed building, a window would be formed by several lights separated by mullions. 'Ancient lights' is a term used to describe long existing 
windows, which have acquired a right to light by long usuage, and which may stop the erectio... 
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calcium carbonate (CaCO3) burnt in kiln at 880c+ = calcium oxide (CaO) add water = calcium hydroxide (Ca(OH)2) when exposed to air, carbonation occurs = Calcium carbonate (CaCO3) (Illustration) 
See lime. 


Lime putty 


Ca(OH), calcium hydroxide, made from quicklime slaked in water, to form the soft buttery mixture which is lime putty. 


Lime wash 
in effect a very thin lime putty, used as a paint or protective coating, can contain a binder such as linseed oil or tallow. It is usually white, hence white wash, pigments were added to form a colour wash. See 
lime. 


Lime-ash floors 
lime-ash is a composite material, made up of the waste from lime kilns sifted and combined with gypsum (calcium sulphate), which was used for flooring. Strong, durable relatively light and with good 
warmth and sound insulation properties, lime ash was used in the upper floors of buildings fr... 


Lintel 
a horizontal beam bridging an opening in a wall. In traditional stone construction, a stone lintel was used on the outer leaf of a wall with a 'timber safe lintel’ on the inner leaf. The timber lintel could span 
further than stone and was capable of absorbing movement, while the stone lint... 


Liquidated damages 
a sum detailed in the conditions of contract which is designed to cover the financial loss a client would face in the event of late completion. The sum usually stated as a weekly or occasionally daily rate is 
recovered from the contractor. 


Listed building 
a building included on a list of buildings of architectural or historic interest, compiled by the secretary of state. Listing covers any structure or erection or any part of a building, or any building or structure 
falling within the curtilage of a listed building and dating prior to 1948. ... 


Listed building consent 
a consent required for any work which would effect the character of a listed building. This does not remove the need to apply for planning consent if required. The need to obtain LBC does not extend to 
many churches in use,(see ecclesiastical exemption), Crown buildings, Ancient Monuments... 


Listed building purchase notice 
if listed building consent is witheld or granted with conditions which make the land incapable of benificial use, the owner is entitled to serve a listed building purchase notice on the local planning authority 
requiring them to purchase the interest in that land. 


Loan 
a track or lane which lead to common pasture. 


Local plans 
essentially these are maps and written statements, which formulate a local authority's strategy for the use and development of land and buildings. These are documents of considerable importance. They 
have to be adopted ie approved by government and public, but the local authority has wide d... 


Lodge 
htt BOY uke REA akhuddirSsskigadate style of the main house, situated at the entrance to an estate, and usually the home of the gatekeeper, these should in fact, properly be referred to as gatehosgs. 
More accurately, the lodge was the building used by masons for both working and livi... 
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Loft 


space within a roof. Can often be used in a combination to denote a function, ie pigeon loft, organ loft. A Laird's loft was a gallery reserved for the laird and his family in a church. 


Loggia 


a gallery or room behind an open colonnade. 


Long and short work 
long stones on end between large flat stones, bonded into a wall. 


Longhouse 
a long building which accommodated people at one end and their livestock at the other. Once common throughout europe until medieval times, they survived longer in colder northern countries. 


Lossan nail 
(Scottish) a heavy diamond headed nail mainly used as studding on doors. 


Loupin-on stane 
(Scottish) small stone platform, usually three steps, from which a horse could be easily mounted. 


Louvred 


treatment of overlapping boards angled to allow ventilation but to keep the rain out; used at belfry stages, persiennes, tanneries, barns etc. 


Lucarne 
small dormer in a spire or tower roof. 


Luckenbooth 
a secure booth erected in front of buildings from which goods were sold. These early shops and the timber galleries which often existed above them gradually became a permanent part of the building, part 
of the process we now call 'market colonisation’. 


Lump sum 
a fixed price for contract work, not intended to be adjusted in any way either by variation or remeasurement. A lump sum contract therefore is a contract for an agreed amount of work for a lump sum of 
money. 


Lustre paper 


a wallpaper where powdered paints are sprinkled onto glued patterns. 


Lych Gate 


gate structure, usually of timber with a roof and open sides, at the entry to a churchyard, and providing a resting place for coffins. (from lich, old English for a corpse) 


Lying Panes 


glass panes which are horizontally rather than vertically proportioned, fashionable in the period 1815-50. A lying panel is any timber panel fastened in such a way that the grain lies horizontally. 
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Mains 
the home or main farm on a larger estate. 


Maintenance 
continuous care of a building's fabric. Should be distinguished from repair which can embrace restoration or reconstruction. 


Mansard 
a roof with a double slope in which the top part is shallower. 


Marble 


see stone. Marbling is the art of painting a material such as metal, stone or timber, to look like marble. The wide, thick brush used for either graining or marbling is known as a mottler. 


Margin 


tail area or tway (Scottish), the area of slate left exposed when laid on a roof. Slate Terminology Diagam 


Margin draft 
a border on the face of an ashlar block, usually the width of a chisel. The general assumption is that the border was left untooled to prevent the arris being chipped when the surface of the stone was tooled 
(see broached). Margin drafts have in fact a far more important purpose. When worki... 


Margin Pane Glazing 


glazing with narrow panes at the borders of the sash or light forming a margin to larger panes. 


Margins 
margins frame an opening or emphasise the angle of a building; most are raised (usually adopted when the building was to be harled but sometimes used decoratively) but some are chamfered and some are 
backset (ie recessed from the plane of the harl or render). (Illustration) 


Market 
traditionally, a space set aside for the purpose of buying and selling. The market cross was the symbol of the right to trade. Market colonisation is the gradual intrusion of buildings onto the market square, 
most evident where a public building eg townhouse or tolbooth was... 


Marriage lintel 


door or window lintel carved with initials of husband and wife owner of house and a date presumably of their marriage. 


Mason 
one who cuts, carves, dresses and lays stone. Masonry is the work of a mason ie building in stone. The 'banker' mason carves stone on the bench, the 'hewer' gets stone out of the ground and dresses it, while 
the 'fixer' or 'setter' builds the finished work into position. Masons were the pre-... 


Masonry bees 
(Osmia rufa) small bees about the size of bluebottles which bore into stonework, claywall etc. Definitely becoming more common particularly in Scotland where they were once very rarely seen. They bore 
into softer stone and can break down the surface up to a depth of six ... 
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a form of vertical hanging clay tile, used for cladding timber buildings to give the impression of brickwork. They were never subject to brick tax so were for a time, very popular. Confined mainly to the 
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south of England, the effect can be very realistic, with the only clues to the pract... 


Maze 
a network of paths (as opposed to passages) laid out in a puzzling pattern (see Labyrinth). 


Measured Survey 
recording should be the first step in any conservation project, but despite representing one of the smallest investments in time and money, it seldom is. Throughout Victorian times, most drawings were 
produced to display an intention, while modern surveys are genera... 


Mechanical or impact damage 


damage caused by ill-considered actions as opposed to natural deterioration, eg scaffold poles damaging slates, wheels damaging walls etc. 


Medallion 


a circular or oval plaque on a building. 


Meeting rail 


The meeting rail is the point where the top of the bottom sash meets the bottom of the upper sash, which are sometimes diagonally checked to prevent draughts. See Sash and case. 


Mell 


(Scottish) a heavy hammer. 


Metope 


the square space between triglyphs in a doric frieze. See Classical Architecture. 


Mews 
stabling, in an urban context, usually built behind large private houses, with living accommodation over. 


Mezzanine 
an intermediate floor formed within a high floor to ceiling height. 


Milled lead sheet 
manufactured by passing lead through heavy rolling mills. 


Minster 


originally the church of a monastry, then became used to describe any large church. Best known example, York Minster. see church design 


Mitre 
diagonal (45 degree) joint formed to accommodate the meeting of two members at right angles. More commonly used with reference to mouldings. A mason's mitre is formed when one moulding is turned 
to butt onto the other at 90 degrees , rather than cutting both members at the 45 degree angle ... 


Moats 
ditches filled with water which surrounded a property. These are not exclusive to castles; many manor houses and farms also had moats. Initially they were for defensive purposes but later were suployed 


NERSE MAKE HRP EPRA PRAP Herty boundary. They were often stocked with fis... 
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Modillion 
small bracket, sometimes scrolled, sometimes clock-like, set at regular intervals in the soffit of a cornice. In Classical Architecture, small brackets, usually in pairs, which supports the cornice of the 
corinthian and composite orders. 


Monastery 


a self contained, organised religious community, and the communal buildings around which the life of the inhabitants revolves. see church design 


Mortar 
a mixture traditionally including an aggregate, slacked lime or clay, any appropriate additive and water which is used for pointing and bedding masonry. In modern times, portland cement has been more 
widely used. A mixture rich in the cementing material is said to be 'fat’. Plasticisers a... 


Morthouse - mortsafe - watch box 
structure erected for the temporary security of the dead, until decomposition started and the body was in no danger of being stolen. They are also referred to as ‘watch boxes’. A mortsafe was an iron grill 
placed over a grave for the same reason. 


Mortice and tenon 
joint where a projection, the tenon, fits into a socket, the mortice, also mortise. (Mortice is the verb, a morticed joint is one where two members are joined by a mortice and tennon). The tenon should never 
be more than one-third of the width of its member. A barefaced tenon has only one sh... 


Mosaic - Tesserae 
decorative treatment of wall or floors composed of small stones, glass etc known as tesserae, after the individual pieces, tessera. 


Motte 


a steep sided mound surmounted by a keep or other defendable structure which formed the central feature of early castles. See fortification 


Moulding 
the profile given to a projection on a building such as a string course. There are any number of profiles most of which are self explanatory. Best known are - Bird's beak; Bead and reel; Cable, (like a rope); 
Cavetto, (a moulding with a concave profile describing a quater of a circle); Chev... 


Mount 
an artificial hill or mound. In Tudor times these were designed to act in lieu of a watch tower. It was found that they also afforded picturesque views across the garden, particularly the intricate elements 
such as the knot gardens, and also over the parkland as a whole. Banqueting houses... 


Mullion - munnion 
upright member dividing the lights of a window. 'Munnion'’, is a corruption of mullion. 


Muntin 


vertical central part of the door between panels. 


Mural monument 
a memorial on a graveyard or church wall, often containing a wealth of architectural detail. 
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a mass of hyphae. See Dry Rot/Wet Rot. 


Nail sickness 


failure of the nails holding slates in place due to rusting, hence, copper nails are now widely specified. 


Nails 
one of the most important uses that have been made of metal. Traditionally they were turned out by the smiths, and then as demand grew, nail factories appeared, but the nails they produced were still 
mainly hand wrought and were usually square or rectangular ie 'flat nails'. The early machine ... 


National Heritage Memorial Fund 
formed 1980, gives financial assistance, usually as a last resort, towards the cost of acquiring, preserving and maintaining objects of national interest. They were often very imaginative in their offers, in 
addition to buildings they helped to acquire for the na... 


National Park 
came into being in 1935. There are now 11 in England and Wales, none yet in Scotland (but probably 2 soon). No direct remit to preserve buildings, but implies care of those buildings which are an 
established part of the character of the area eg stone barns in the Peak District. 


Natural 


a term often used by archaeologists as shorthand for 'undisturbed natural deposits' as distinct from deposits which have been built up or altered by human activity. 


Nave 
the western limb of a church, where the congregation meets. 


Necking 


a narrow moulding between the base and shaft of a column. See Classical Architecture. 


Needle Gun 


a drill with a cluster of needles, used for dressing back stonework. Very severe, even in the hands of a skilled operator. 


Needles 
timber or metal spars which are passed through a wall and supported at each end, to support the mass of material above any repair which might be necessary, or above any new opening while it is being 
formed. 


Nepus - Tympan gable 
(Scottish) a small gablet (sometimes referred to as a tympan, see Tympanum) centred on the front elevation where it gives an impression of height and added importance to the building and it gives added 
attic space. Some have windows, and most have chimney stacks. There are ... 


Newel - Monkey twist - Monkey tail 
the newel is the central post supporting a spiral stair, also the main posts at the beginning and end of a flight of stairs, carrying the handrail. Quite often, the end post is given a twist, much like a barley 
sugar, known as a monkey twist, while the downward scroll often found at the... 


Nogging 
httpnógwvasrdycoysauwwmdt AdAS 6R pbgethe term is now frequently used to describe any small piece of wood. Nogging is the infilling between timber frames, in brick, either in horizontal bonds, cheva or 
herring-bone patterns, but the term is now often used to describe any material used for ... 
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Nominated suppliers 
usually supliers of goods not widely available such as some traditional building materials or a particular brand of, for example, paint which the architect considers is the most suitable for the particular job. 
see contract. 


Nose - Nosing 
the projecting edge of a tread. A step with a round nose is sometimes referred to as bottle-nosed. See stair. 


Oast House 
kiln for drying hops or malt, characterised by circular plan, conical roof and large wig-wam type vents. A feature of the Kent countryside, they are much sought after for conversion to housing. (Illustration) 
Term submitted by Kathleen Greene - original submission. 


Oast House Illustration 
Oast Houses converted to residential use, still significant landmarks in the kent countryside. 


Obelisks 
tall, square sided pillars which taper to a point, erected for commemorative or memorial reasons, sometimes quite trivial such as the death of a dog or horse. (Illustration) - Wade Bridge at Aberfeldy 
(detail). 


Occuli 


small circular panels or windows. 


Offertory House 


small sentry box-like structure erected at churchyard gate to receive the church collection. 


Ogee 


a double curve shape composed of two curves in opposite directions (concave to convex) without a break; used on both roofs and arches and as a profile on mouldings. 


On costs 


costs of establishing a presence on site, site huts etc. 


Optical square 


a double prism used for setting out survey lines at right angles. It allows you to view an object straight ahead and another perpendicular to it. See Measured Survey. 


Orangery 
the forerunner to the greenhouse, these were large, solid, masonry buildings with a high proportion of glass, which were heated in order to house fruiting orange trees over the winter. Oranges were the first 
exotic fruit to be intensively cultivated in this way in Britain (see Conservat... 


Orchard Houses 
heated 'houses', somewhat like orangeries, used to force fruit trees and vines into early production, partly to relieve the boredom of the winter diet and partly to impress guests (Conservatories, Greenhouses, 
Stovehouses). 
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artillery, and therefore employed engineers - hence the name. They have provided accurate map co... 


Oriel 


a bay window which projects from an upper floor only, normally carried on corbels. 


Ormolu 
properly used, ormolu is an alloy of copper, tin and zinc, which once gilded, was used for frames and furniture decoration, but the term also refers to the gilding of bronze or brass which was used 
extensively in Georgian and early Victorian interior decoration. Chandeliers are probably the... 


Outline consent 
a form of planning consent designed to test the principle of whether or not a development is acceptable. The planning authority can request any level of detail they think is necessary to reach a decision, 
although usually, only a minimal amount of information is supplied. ... 


Overcloak 
the overlapping edge of a lead sheet. 


Overdoor 


not actually a door, but is the name given to any pedimented feature above a doorway. 


Oversail 
where a roof projects over the wallhead or skews. Sometimes used to describe the situation where one course, either brick or stone projects beyond the course below, which should be properly referred to as 
corbelling. 


Ovolo 


a convex moulding profile forming a quarter of a circle, sometimes called a quarter round. 


Pagoda 
a garden house of Chinese design introduced into C18th gardens and landscapes for additional variety and to stimulate an emotional response through the interesting juxtaposition of such a feature in the 
British landscape (see Conceits, Garden Houses). 


Paint 
paint decoration has a long history stretching from cave dwelling to the present. Materials have varied over the centuries, but in more recent times, there have been three main products, water based paints 
or distempers, oil based paints and varnishes. To colour usually refers to use of distem... 


Palace 


from Latin Palatium. In simple terms, a building with the rooms arranged horizontally, ie for gracious living, rather than vertically, for defence. 


Pale - Palisade 
a vertical stake. A palisade is a fence or obstacle of some kind of wooden stakes or pales, which could be used defensively. Someone not allowed within the defensive circle for any reason was 'beyond the 
pale." 


Palladian 
httaschiiteotercycloich. ikllocalahesiskasgard principals of Andrea Palladio 1508-80, who started life as a stonemason, and arguably, became the most famous architect in the western world. Basically, he”dapted 
classical Roman architecture to suit the needs of the buildings ofh... 
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Pallets 


in building, strips of timber built into walls so that other timbers eg battens can be easily fixed, usually by nailing. 


Panel 
a sunken section of door, wainscotting etc, usually a plain square or rectangle. Panel mouldings are the mouldings holding the panel in place. If they are formed as part of a stile or rail, they are termed 
‘moulding out of stile’, if they fit flush with the surface of the rail or stile, the... 


Pantile 
a roofing tile, traditionally clay, with a pronounced s-shaped section, in which the downturn of one hooks over the upturn of its neighbour - because there is no overlap, a pantiled roof is lighter than a tiled 
roof. They are found in most areas where there are clay deposits. Attempts have b... 


Papier mache 
a paper pulp which contains a size which makes it harden to the extent that it is often used in decoration instead of plaster or wood. 


Parapet 


the upstand of a wall above another structure, such as a roof or terrace. 


Pargeting - Comb work 
originally a course plaster, now taken to refer to decorative plaster design either in relief or incised, applied to the exterior of buildings, usually to timber frames. Can also refer to an internal finish applied 
to masonry flues. Incising is easier and is often referred to as 'comb work... 


Parish 
a district supporting its own established church and minister. Parish records are an invaluable archive source. The National Statistical Account is based on parish records, and the statutory lists are still 
compiled on the basis of parish boundaries. see heritors 


Parterre 
formal garden laid out on a flat terrace, usually at the front of a house so that it is overlooked by the principle rooms on the first floor (parterre = on the ground). The intricate designs are usually picked out 
using low growing clipped shrubs, but some were devoid of plant material, the... 


Pastiche 
a design incorporating copies of styles, or in imitation of its neighbours. Generally used derogatively to describe a copy that doesn't work. 


Patent slating 


is large slates laid with no lap, where the joints are mortared and covered with slate fillets. More usually seen where stone slates are used. 
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Patina 
the weathering or aging of the exposed surface of a material, which can involve colour change, e.g. copper turns green, while lead goes from silver to grey. 


Patination oil 
used to prevent the white carbonate which is produced by new lead (Illustration), until a patina is formed. 


Pattern 
an exact replica of an object, usually made in timber, around which a mould is constructed from which new castings can be produced. see cast/wrought iron The word was occassionally used as a synonym 
for an architects plan. Pattern books of architectural details were in common use in the eig... 


Pavilion 
architect designed, richly decorated garden buildings, usually including several principal rooms, together with kitchens, and built to provide an alternative mini-residence to the main house, to which they 
were often added as wings or connected to, by flank walls. 


Pavilions of Splendour 


an estate agency specialising in historic properties, the company has linked with the Association of Preservation Trusts to market properties saved by Building Preservation Trusts. 


Pavillion roof 
a roof that is hipped at both ends. 


Paviors 
specially hard bricks used for surfacing work on pavements, roads etc. 


Payback period 
the time required in the life of a building to pay off all outstanding debts so that, with the exception of maintainance costs, any future rentals is pure profit. The energy payback period is the period of time 
required to allow the cumulative savings in energy use to equal the initial outl... 


Peat beds 


raised areas of peat for growing ericaceous (lime hating) plants such as alpines, heathers, azaleas and rhododendrons. 


Pedestal 


base of a column or pillar, foundation or base. 


Pediment 
classical form of corniced gable or gablet used at openings as well as a termination to roof structures. Usually triangular, occasionally semi-circular, can be open ie when the sloping sides stop short of the 
apex, or broken, when the base, for whatever reason, is incomplete. The apex stone... 


Peel tower 
a name given to a defensive tower in and around the Scottish borders (pile). 


Pend 
nti BE SARIS PASSAS ERIK Spseughes building: usually vehicular as against close which is pedestrian. Originally a Scots word for an archway, as distinct from an open lane or vennel. See close, alley. 4g 
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Pendant 


a feature which hangs from a vault or ceiling. 


Pendentive 
a sort of curved triangle, which is the solution to the problem of placing a dome on top of a square. The pendentive is in effect, a section of a dome, in the shape of a triangle which rises from a corner of the 
square, to meet in a circle from which the base of the dome can be constructed. ... 


Pergola 


an open structure, often over a walkway, built to support and encourage vines, climbing shrubs and fruit trees. 


Peristyle 


a row of columns surrounding a temple or courtyard. 


Perpend 
(perpendicular end) vertical cross joint in stone or brickwork. Perpends also refer to the ends of walls first built up by bricklayers to provide a level for the courses in between. See brick/brickwork and 
racking back. 


Persiennes 
louvred shutters. 


Pevsner, Nicholaus 
noted architectural historian. Author of 'Buildings of England’. Architectural guides, begun 1951, now 46 volumes, made the architectural heritage available to all, causing many people to, for the first time 
both appreciate and understand buildings. ‘Buildings of Scotland' began by Colin McWil... 


PFA 


pulverised fuel ash, an additive used to achieve a hydraulic set in lime mortar. 


Photogrammetry 
a technique designed to overcome the problems of displacement caused by camera tilt, variations on the surface of the subject being photographed etc, in which stereo photography is used (stereo plotted) to 
provide a three dimensional image of the subject. In basic terms, it c... 


Physic Garden 


a Botanic Garden specialising in medicinal plants. 


Piano Nobile 
main floor of a house, which contains the principal rooms, and which is given added emphasis by having a ground floor or basement, and minor floors above. (Piano is Italian for storey) The sala (saloon) is 
the main room of the piano nobile. 


Piazza 
an open space, sometimes square but more usually rectangular, surrounded by buildings. Used in Scotland to describe the arcaded walk under 17th century and earlier, buildings. 
Picturesque 


HttpserHHMnadevieeey 4 he UbllocalMAQakMegerDan aesthetic quality in architecture and landscape garden design: in architecture is normally applied to asymmetrically composed buildings of the late 18th aré&arly 
19th centuries, particularly in the castellated, Italianate and cottage styles. ... 


7/22/23, 5:05 PM Encyclo - Dundee University - The Urban Conservation Glossary 


Piended 
hipped roofed. 


Pier 


strong, solid masonry support. 


Pilaster 


the flat version of a column, consisting of a slim rectangle projecting from a wall; used also of plain piers or pilasters without classical orders which are more correctly termed pilaster strips. 


Pilgrim Trust 


grant making foundation founded in 1930. Noted for funding wide range of conservation projects. 
Pillar 


free-standing member which, unlike a column need not be cylindrical or pretend to belong to an order. A clustered column is one which is made up of, or appears to be made up of a number of smaller 
pillars. 


Pilotis 

posts which support a building enabling the ground floor open to be used for parking etc. 

Pin rule 

a length of timber marked with half-inch gradations which is used by scots slaters to grade their slates. 


Pinetum 


collection of specimen trees containing only conifers (see Arboretum). 


Pinnacle 


a small spire, usually pyramidal, often crocketed. 


Pinned 

description of masonry, usually ashlar, in which small stones or pinnings are set between the larger stones, forming a regular decorative pattern. 

Pise 

a method of construction thought to originate in France, in which earth, free from organic material, and often containing gravel, is rammed, in a nearly dry state, into formwork. Tends to get hidden under 
lime wash or render. 


Pitched roof 


refers to almost any roof built at an angle, the pitch refers to the slope of the roof. 


Place bricks 


poorer quality bricks, often underfired, used on the inner face of a wall. 
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essentially a portable drawing table used in conjunction with a mounted sighting device and straight edge, which allows accurate setting out drawings to be made on sight. See Measured Survey. 


Planning Policy Guidance Notes 
these were first introduced in 1988 to clearly set out government policy on planning issues and to offer advice to all relevant bodies. It is important to understand the relationship between all PPG's but 
specifically, PPG 15 'Planning and the Historic Environment is most relevant, followed b... 


Planning Supervisor 
a person appointed under The Construction (Design and Management Regulations) who has overall responsibility for co-ordinating the health and safety aspects of the design and planning phase of a 
project. 


Plant 


a general term used to describe the equipment supplied by a contractor when undertaking work. Can range from machinery to scaffolding to hand tools. 


Plaster 
originally a mixture of clay or lime, sand and water used either internally or externally, with various other ingredients, usually locally available such as animal hair, dung, straw etc to help bind and prevent 
cracking. Plaster of Paris was the best quality plaster, which involved mixing wa... 


Plastic repairs 
a term used to describe mortar repairs to stonework, to give a new surface to the stone. The term is somewhat derogatory, and while plastic repair should never be seen as a permanent solution, to be done 
properly, they require a great deal of skill. 


Plate 
a general term for any horizontal timber supporting the ends of joist, rafters etc. More specifically, the term is usually taken to refer to a horizontal timber at the bottom of a timber framed wall (the sole or 
sill plate) or at the top (the wall plate). 


Plate glass 


made the same way as cylinder glass, it was thicker, and was then ground and polished to produce quality glass. Now, rolled plate glass is a fully mechanised process. 


Platt 


(platform) broad doorstep, landing on stair, cantilevered stone gallery access to tenement flats. (Illustration) 


Pleaching 


the interweaving of the branches of trees or shrubs to form a lattice or screen. Popular in Dutch gardening style. 


Plinth 


a projecting base for a wall or column. 


Plinth block 


squared blocks on which the architrave sits. See door. 


Plot ratio - Site ratio 
the ratio of floor space within a building to the area of the site on which it sits. The site ratio is the ratio of the solum or footprint of the building to the area of its site including up to the centre line of 
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Plug and feathers 


used in splitting stone. A row of holes called pool holes are drilled into which the feathers, two tapering strips of metal, curved in section, are inserted. A spike, which is the plug, is inserted between them 
and evenly hammered along the row of holes. The feathers are forced apart, and th... 


Podium 


plinth or pedestal on which whole building is sitting. 


Pointing - Dotter - Bed Jointer 
the exposed mortar finishing between bricks or stones in a wall, whose primary function is to provide a bed and to prevent water penetrating into the core of the wall. The mortar used should always be 
softer than the surrounding material. While there are many different profiles, most poin... 


Policies 
the grounds around a mansion or large house. 


Polychrome 
of different colours ie polychrome brickwork. 


Polygonal 


a term often used to describe a building with more than four sides. 


Pontil 


an iron rod used for gathering glass. 


Popples 


Small flints are sometimes referred to as 'popples'. 


Porch 


a projecting, covered entrance, can be open or closed. 


Port-cochere 
a porch wide enough to admit a vehicle, and give shelter to anyone alighting from it. 


Portal 


a very impressive, even monumental entrance or porch, to a building, courtyard etc 


Portico 
a porch in the form of a classical colonnade, usually described in terms of the number of columns, ie Hexastyle (6), Octastyle (8) Decastyle (10) (all from Greek ie deka, ten, stulos a column) 


Portland cement 
the most common form of cement available today. Grey in colour, it is reliable and achieves a hard set very rapidly. White portland cement which is softer and less hydraulic is also available. 


Portland stone 


https By MIMOSe RARE SSSA R RFCS BAS ot very good quality and capable of producing large blocks. It was favoured by Wren who used it on St Pauls cathedral. 28 
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Potence 
rotating ladder providing access to nesting boxes in circular plan dovecote or doocot. 


Poulticing 


applying pastes, acid, alkaline or neutral to facades. See stone cleaning. 


Pozzolana 
a volcanic ash originally found near Pozzuoli near Naples which is used as an additive in mortars to achieve an hydraulic set. 


Preliminaries 
matters which feature at the beginning of a Bill of Quantities, which are relevant to the contractor in terms of his obligations and responsibilities and which will therefore influence his costings. These would 
include such items as names of clients and consultants, insurance requirements, 1... 


Preservation 
work undertaken only when necessary to ensure the survival of original fabric. No new work or addition is involved. see restoration, conservation 


Primary lead 


lead which has been mined. 


Primary measured survey - (PMS) 


an overall framework into which other information can be fitted. See Measured Survey. 


Prime cost sum 
an amount included in a bill of quantities to cover a particular bit of work or supply of materials to be carried out by a nominated sub-contractor or a supplier. see contract 


Principals 


the main inclined timbers in a roof. 


Programme towns 
an English heritage initiative in which some £2 million was allocated to 23 'special need' category of conservation area, ranging from industrial areas to down at heel Georgian townscape. Critised for not 
targeting need, but for going to those best equipped to pr... 


Proscenium 
in a theatre, the facing given to a stage, usually implies an architectural treatment of some kind eg the proscenium arch. 


Protometer 


a meter used for measuring the moisture content of a material. 


Provisional sum 
a sum included in a bill of quantities for work that is required but cannot be sufficiently designed or specified at the outset of the contract. 


httes:4www.engeyclo.co.uk/local/20935&page=5 6/8 
Pubie pog 


7/22/23, 5:05 PM Encyclo - Dundee University - The Urban Conservation Glossary 


basically everything that is seen in the urban environment, ie buildings, the spaces between them, and movement through those spaces. Urban design is essentially the manipulation of these three elements. 


Pugging 
a coarse material such as ash or sand, laid on boards (pugging boards) placed between joists, to provide sound insulation. Breeze, which is a fine clinker obtained from gas works was frequently used. See 
deafening. 


Pulvinated 


a term applied to a frieze (pulvinated freize) which has a convex secion ie which bulges outwards 


Purbeck marble 


a limestone quarried in Dorset, can be polished, hence referred to as marble. 


Purlin 


a continuous horizontal timber running parallel to the ridge, sometimes referred to as side timbers.. See roof. 


Putlogs - Falsework 


poles built into a wall and used to support scaffold poles during construction, now more commonly, and wrongly, used to refer to the holes left when the logs are removed. Wooden scaffold was in common 
usage up until the 1940s when it started to be replaced by tubular steel. It was often r... 


Putti 


small naked figure used in decorative art. (Illustration) 


Putti Illustration 
Bagpipe playing putti. A detail from Carbet Castle ceiling, painted by Charles Frechou 1871. 


PVC 
(Poly vinylchloride) is manufactured in the form of a white powder. Before it is fabricated, various additives such as stabilisers and plasticisers are introduced. Unplasticised PVC - the UPVC of so many 
replacement windows, is hard and strong, and has numerous uses in the construction indus... 


Quarries 
small panes of glass, usually diamond shaped, held in lead strips. The diamond shape had the advantage of using virtually all of the glass in the sheet, and is more robust than square or rectangular panes 
which set up horizontal lines of weakness which leads to bulging. A quarry tile is ... 


Quarry sap 


the moisture found in most newly quarried stone which quickly dries out forming the case hardening. 


Queen post 

a pair of vertical timbers rising from a tie beam to support purlins. See roof. 

Quicklime 

CaO, calcium oxide, a caustic material made from limestone which has been burned to drive off the carbon dioxide, remains very unstable until slaked. See lime. 
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ancient, traditional arrangement of trees to form an 'X'. Now most likely to be found in the arrangement of fruit trees. Like the pattern of five on a dice, from the latin quinque, five. 
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Quirk 


a V-shaped rounded groove, resembling an open book , cut into timber, or defined in plaster, as decoration. 


Quoins 
stones larger or better shaped, than those of which a wall is composed, used to form the corners of walls or door and window openings. Laid in an arrangement of headers and stretchers on alternate courses, 
this gives strength to the build, and allows the facework of the walling to tooth in... 


Racking back 


the practice of building up the ends of brick walls to a height of several courses above the last complete course, which provides a very good guide to filling in the courses between. 


Rafter 


a timber sloping from the ridge to the wall head and supporting the roof coverings. An angle rafter supports hip ends. (illustration). 


Raggle - Raglet 

groove cut in masonry to receive a sheet of glass, lead etc. Sometimes also referred to as a 'raglet'. 

Rails 

the horizontal members of a door between panels. From the top downwards in a six panelled door these would be, toprail (sometimes referred to as the head), frieze rail, locking rail (sometimes known as a 
belt rail), bottom rail. 


Raked 


angled or inclined, a term often used to describe a sloping wall. Racking is building brickwork in steps, rather than course by course. 
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Rampart 


a thick wall behind the ditch, of earth, stone etc which is the main defensive wall of a fortification. 


Rat or Vermin courses 
a projecting course of masonry, often stone slates, preventing rats gaining access to the nesting boxes in doocots/dovecotes. 


Rat trap 


a construction of headers and stretchers in which the bricks used are laid on edge, as a result a cavity is formed - the rat trap. 


Ray 


a fissue radiating from the centre of the heartwood outwards, In which protein is stored. See wood. 


Re-entrant angle 
an internal angle. Architectural features are often described as such ie re-entrant porch. (Illustration) 


Rebate 
the part of the door concealed by the doorstop. 


Reconstituted stone 


a stone substitute, which as the name implies will contain a large percentage of stone particles. 


Reconstruction 


generally regarded as a process limited to the reproduction of fabric, the original form of which is known and understood, in a manner which can be identified as being new work. 


Rectified photography 
a cheaper but less accurate process than photogrammetry, where photos are taken of a facade to produce an accurate image. Only works properly when the facade is flat, and the camera is held exactly 
parallel to it. This is seldom achievable, and usually the process involve... 


Redressing 


or, dressing back. In masonry, cutting back to a new surface and retooling. 


Reeding 


decoration consisting of series of convex mouldings - the opposite of fluting. 


Refuge 


in bridges, a recess for pedestrians projecting from the carriageway or deck, usually placed over the cutwaters. 


Regency 
the period (1810 - 1820) during which the later King George IV governed the country as Prince Regent. Characterised by the bow front. see Georgian 


Registers 
httpscvalyplesa dyamneouithéea/fospsagagpaning, into which the grate is set. 1/8 
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Regrating 


a term used to describe the redressing of salvaged or old stone. 


Relieving - discharging arch 
an arch built into a wall, so as to protect a lintel spanning an opening immediately below it. Also used at the back of fireplaces to allow easy replacement of fire damaged stone. Sometimes referred to as a 
discharging arch. 


Renaissance 
(rebirth) A French term for a cultural movement that is mainly associated with Italy from around the late 1300s to the early 1600s. In addition to new directions in art, literature and science, following the 
discovery of the writings of Vitruvius, it heralded the reintroduction of classical... 


Render-Rendering 
a term used to describe any durable, protective coating applied to an external wall. Renders are not intended to be decorative as such, and should not be confused with plasters such as stucco which are 
applied with the intention of imitating stone. See harl Rendering is the accurate po... 


Repairs notice 
a notice which can be served on the owner of a listed building in poor condition, specifying works which must be undertaken, and a timescale for their completion. If the notice is not complied with, it can 
be used as a forerunner to compulsory purchase. An interesting and informative Study of... 


Reredos 


a decorative screen situated to the rear of the altar. See Church Design. 


Restoration 


the alteration of a buildings structure or fabric to return it to the state or condition it was in at a particular point in its history. Such work is often conjectural. see conservation, preservation 


Retaining wall - revetment 
a wall which retains a mass of earth, rock etc. The ground level will therefore be higher at one side than the other. Also referred to as a revetment. 


Retentions 
an amount, usually 5-10% held back from the sum due to a contractor, for payment at a later date. The amount will be specified in the conditions of contract. Retentions are usually released on the basis of 
half at the issue of the certificate of practical completion, the remainder at the ... 


Returns 


a term applied to decoration or detail such as a cornice which for visual effect turns a corner to travel for only a short distance on a plainer elevation. 


Reveal 


the inward plane of a door or window opening between the edge of the external wall and the window or door frame, in effect the inner portion of the jamb that is exposed. 


Rhone 


(Scottish) a gutter carrying rainwater, usually half-round. 


Rhyzomorphs 
httdsidwuenby srochiukios9/RA9ShéeaueT hla lacrymans, which can conduct nutrients and moisture between areas of the organism. It is these strands, which, on the case of S. lacrymans can be up to 6#4fn 
thick, and can be found travelling across and through a variety of non woody materials, which ... 
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Rib 


the projecting band on a vault ceiling, usually structural, can be decorative. 


Ridge 


the line formed where two sides of a sloping or pitched roof meet. The ridge piece, a main timber running along the apex of the roof. 


Ridge roll 

a tightly tied bundle of thatching material, laid along the ridge, to give an edge to the final course of thatch and to provide a base for a ridge cap. 

Rigg 

the long narrow property or burgage plot fronting onto the main street which was the normal unit of ownership in the Scottish medieval and early modern town. The rigg could be divided into foreland, 
innerland and backland, with the main buildings on or near the frontage, and workshops and gar... 


Rise 


vertical height between springing line and underside of keystone. See arch. (Illustration) 


Riser 


the height of an individual step. See stair. 


Riven 


a natural finish to stone or slate, achieved by splitting along the bed. 


Rockfaced 


stonework dressed and built in such a way as to look natural. 


Rococo 
a decorative style of art and architecture often characterised by 'shell-shapes', became the final, and most flamboyant, phase of the baroque. 


Roll moulding 


a plain semicircular moulding replacing the arris on the margins around doors or windows. 


Romanesque 
architectural style that dominated in Europe during 10th - 12th centuries, preceded gothic. Characterised by the use of the round arch, and massive walls and piers. Durham Cathedral is Britain's best known 
example. 


Rood 


a large crucifix (christ on the cross) usually over the entrance to the chancel. A rood tower or spire is one situated over the crossing. See Church Design. 


Roof 
the exterior top covering of a building, the internal covering being the ceiling. Roofs are usually described in one of two ways, either by external shape eg, gambrel roof, or by the principal structural 


component eg hammer beam roof. When a roof is described by exterior shape, it implies ... 
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Root House 
where roots, stumps and gnarled branches were used to form arbours and garden houses. Represents one aspect of the Victorian fascination with rustic work. Also name given to building where potatoes and 
turnips were stored. 


Rose Garden 
traditionally geometric beds laid out exclusively for the growing, harvesting and enjoyment of roses in isolation. 


Rotunda 


a circular building or room, implies a domed roof. 


Rough racking 
the consolidation of wall heads in works of preservation, where the top of the wall is covered in mortar but the stones are left visible. The real skill in this is to ensure that water can run off or be wind blown 
dry, and that no ponding occurs. (Illustration). 


Rough Racking Illustrations 
Rough Racking (Detail) 


Royal Fine Art Commission 


an independent body founded in 1924 to advise on all building which may have an adverse affect on their environment. 


Royal Peculiar 
a place of worship which comes under the personal jurisdiction of the Queen, most date back to Anglo-Saxon times when places of worship could owe allegiance directly to the sovereign and were not 
therefore subject to any form of bishop or archbishop jurisdiction. A... 


RSJ 


rolled steel joist, usually a vertical plate with a top and bottom flange, but they can come in a variety of sections. 


Rubbers 


large bricks which are then rubbed to size, giving a very precise, smooth finish. 


Rubble - Ragwork 
a term used to describe any build where the stones are not fully dressed. Can vary from stones which are wholly natural in shape to stones which have been roughly squared, can be completely random or 
coursed. The more cutting, the more costly the stone, which tends to denigrate the art of ... 


Rubblemania 
the name given to the Victorian fashion of stripping off the harling to reveal the stonework, which they considered a more attractive and up-market finish. (Illustration) see rubble 


Rubblemania Illustration 
South Street St Andrews. A good example of 'Rubblemania’, all buildings of this type in the town were originally harled. Note the crowsteps, pantiled (Detail) roof and easing courses (Detail), and the new 
stone indents at the window margins (Detail). see rubble 


Running level 
httessuNwin sricyelad ea btocelisAQReédaserSunning level, when it follows the slope of the ground, rather than cutting into, or across it. 4/8 
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Rustic Work 


hugely popular, Victorian style of decorative and ‘architectural’ design in which garden features were constructed in a rustic manner or using rustic materials such as unfinished wood, bark, reeds and even 
moss. It also refers to items that were made to look as if they had been made using th... 


Rustication - Sunk Joints 
treatment of masonry in a way which emphasises particular parts of a building. This can take the form of a natural looking roughness as the term implies, which gives an impression of strength and is 
frequently used at the base of buildings, a practice common during the Renaissance and in Ge... 


Rybat 
(Scottish) a dressed stone at the side of a door or window. Rybats are described as inband or outband depending on which way the tail of the stone is used, along the face of the wall - outband, or through the 
wall - inband. 


Sacrificial 
a material which is used or positioned in such a way that it will deliberately absorb damage, and will also be more easily replaced than the material or detail it is protecting. Examples would include lime 
render or limewash protecting the stonework below or, an additional lead flashing s... 


Saddle Bars 


horizontal metal bars positoned between mullions to reinforce leaded glazing, often used to refer to any set of bars which form a protective grill for glazing. 


Saddle Stone 


The stone at the apex of a gable is usually referred to as the saddle stone. 


Saddled Joints 
sloping of the top surface of a cornice or any projecting member away from the wall face so that water drains away from it rather than into the joints. A saddle cope is a cope which slopes left and right from 
a high centre. 


Sage 
(Scottish) a rectangular metal bar with a spike at right angles at each end, which can be hammered into sarking boards. Used by slaters to dress slates while on a roof. Also referred to as an 'edge' or 'top 
edge’. 


Saixe 
a slaters knife, used for dressing slates. Usually a heavy blade, off set from its handle, with a 2'-3' spike on its top edge, used for putting nail holes in the slates. The blade is sharpened only on one side, as a 
result of which this is a tool in which ... 


Salient 


a line of defence which points towards the attackers in an arrow shape. The opposite of re-entrant. See fortification. 


Sally port 


a discreet exit which allows the defenders to 'sally forth' and engage the attackers. See fortification. 


Sarking 
roofing boards to which slates etc are nailed. Nearly always used where slates are laid in diminishing courses. 
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sandstone boulders lying on or near the surface, found mainly in the downs and heaths of southern England. They are the remains of a much more continuous layer which has been eroded away. Difficult to 
trim to a workable shape, they were used manly in prehistoric times in the construction of 1... 


Sash 


a glazed frame, can be sliding or side hung. (from the french, chassis - a frame) For sash bars, see astragal 


Sasines 
(Scottish) a form of ceremony in which the fuar took posession of his property. A register of sasines has been continuously kept since 1671 - a huge and invaluable research archive, now kept in the National 
Monuments Record. 


SAVE Britain's Heritage 
known universally as SAVE and founded in 1975 (the year of EAHY) it exists to campaign for the preservation and imaginative re-use of all types of historic buildings. It has produced numerous and very 
good publications on churches, farm steadings, industrial buildings, country houses etc and ... 


Sawing 
logs can be sawn into boards or planks in two basic ways, either by cutting straight through from one side to the other, known as plain or flat sawn, or to cut in a radial direction where the rings meet the 
board at an angle of more than 45 degrees. Plain sawn timber is more pr... 


Scabbled 


stonework which has been roughly faced with a pick or chisel to a specification. see stugged 


Scagliola 


a composite material imitating marble. Used in internal decoration. 


Scallop 


ornament carved in the form of a shell, often above doorways. (Illustration) 


Scantlings 


a much used term which properly refers to small timbers of non-standard size. Also used to describe the dimensions of a timber in width and breadth, and, the small half-round pieces left over after sawing. 


Scarcement 
a flat plain ledge set in a wall. While they were often built in to, for example carry the ends of floor joists, often their purpose in older buildings has become obscure and is a source of puzzlement. 
(Illustration) 


Scarf joint 
a joint in which two pieces of timber are united to form a continuous length, with no increase in dimension at the joint, usually achieved by a simple lap, but can take many sophisticated forms, such as the 
bridle scarf and the more complex half-scarfs. The lightening scarf where, as the ... 


Schedule of rates 


a list of works activities usually priced at a rate per unit for example, a price might be included for building in common brick at so much per square metre. see contract. 


Scots Baronial 
httpsstivewfeanycl tecture) quaph0ashs&pagertan Scotland which made a particular feature of complex roof lines, with bold chimneys, crow steps, dormers, round towers etc. With its origins in medieval afi 16th 
century building, it represented a search for a national style, which was echoed i... 
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Scottish bond 


one row headers to five of stretchers. See brick/brickwork. 


Screed 


a level finish usually mortar, applied to a floor or stair, often forming the base for a better finish eg tiles. 


Scrim 
any mesh-like material eg wire or coarse jute, used as a reinforcing base, usually for a plaster coat. 


Sea Captain's House Illustrations 
Interior woodwork. Note the reeded architrave surrounding the door, and in particular, the thought given to the design of the top piece. Note also, the manner in which the door panels are articulated with 
beading. - see Sea Captain's House - Case Study. 


Seasoning 
seasoning is the process of drying timber which contains a great deal of water when growing. It is dried mainly, to minimise shrinkage and to make it more resistant to fungal attack, but it also makes it 
lighter and easier to handle, better for painting etc. Seasoning is quite ... 


Secondary lead 


lead which has been recycled. 


Section 


a view of a building, cut on a vertical plane to reveal internal details. 


Semi-arch 
an arch where only one part of its span is complete as for example in a flying buttress. (Illustration) 


Sequence of trades 
the order in which building trades undertake their work. Traditional sequences such as the 'common arrangement’ are followed where possible, but they are not always applicable in conservation work. see 
contract. 


Serpentine 


snake shape, often used to describe winding wall or hedge. Also a type of green marble. 


Setts 


square blocks, usually of granite or whin but sometimes of hardwood for silence, forming a street surface. Setts were set on edge, close together, and they tapered slightly towards the bottom. Sides were 
never quite smooth, and laying them to achieve a tight joint, is a very skillful busines... 


Sgraffito 
the technique of applying decoration to buildings by inscribing the finishing coat of a render to reveal the darker colour of the coat below. Sgraffito is Italian for 'scratches', and the process is sometimes 
refered to rather disparagingly as ‘scratch work'. The term is the origin of the word... 
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of tudor architecture. 


Shakes 
splits along a ray in a piece of timber. They do not usually affect the strength of the material but can cause distortion, particularly if the timber suddenly becomes wet. Cup shakes are splits separating the 
annual rings. 


Sham Castle 
a mock or replica castle often erected in an C1 8th landscape. Usually well made in traditional materials using proper building techniques. It is now often difficult to tell the difference between derelict sham 
castles and mock Gothic ruins. 


Sharp sand 


a sand which is sharp to the touch, and as a result, binds well in mortar. 


Shelter coat 


a coating, usually of limewash or render, to protect the underlying structure or fabric from the elements. see sacrificial 


Shingle 
a wooden tile which has been used for roofing for several thousand years. Used in exactly the same way as clay/concrete tiles, traditionally in Britain they were oak, now mostly Canadian cedar. Soft woods 
have been used, and continue to be used in parts of the world, where they are usually c... 


Shopfronts 
contribute enormously to the fabric of urban areas. They frequently provide welcome colour and texture, and while they can be of considerable interest in their own right, they should also form part of a 
harmonious frontage. Frequent changes in retailing and turnover in ownerships means that th... 


Shoring 
shoring is temporary support, traditionally in timber, now often in steel, which acts in the same way as a buttress. There are three basic types, a 'dead shore’ which is a vertical post used to support a beam; a 
‘flying shore' is a brace fixed above ground level between the wall of buildin... 


Shouldering 
a€* the practice of rounding the top corners of a slate which meant that an uneven slate would sit better but, more importantly, shouldering and single nailing also allows a slate to be swung aside to expose 
the nail head of the slate below so that it can easily be re-nailed in the event of it h... 


Sibert decay drill 


a drill which responds to the resistance in a piece of timber thereby allowing the user to build up a profile of the decay in a piece of timber, ie what's rotten, and what's not. 
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Side lap 


the distance between the edge of a slate and the edge of the slate it part covers in the preceeding course. Slate Terminology Diagam 


Sil-Cill 
horizontal member at the base of a window opening or door frame, usually projecting to throw water from the face of the building. A reprise (Scottish) is a pad worked into a cill to take the foot of a 
mullion. 


Silviculture 


the branch of forestry concerned with the cultivation of trees. 


Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) 
the SMR is a comprhensive list compiled by local authorities of known archaeoligical sites in their areas. The duty to compile an SMR is to an extent discretionary, and to date English local authorities have 
been far more rigorous in compiling them than - with one or two exceptions - their Sc... 


Skew - Skewputt 
(Scottish) the sloping tabling which caps a gable and is upstanding above the plane of the roof. The skew end is the larger, usually square bottom stone of a skew, which holds the sloping stones in place. 
The skew end does not project over the wallhead, unlike a skewputt (also commonly ... 


Slaistering 
(Scottish) a sort of semi harl where mortar was buttered over walls to create a reasonably smooth face, leaving stones exposed. A practice which is disasterous if the mortar is harder than the stone. 


Slaked lime 


Ca (OH) calcium hydroxide made from quicklime, mixed or slaked with water. May be in form of putty or dry powder if slaked with a minimum of water. See lime. 


Slapping 


knocking a hole through a wall to form an opening for a door, window etc. 


Slate 


slate is a dense rock which is formed from fine grained clays or muds which have been subjected to a metamorphic process involving heat and pressure during which cleavage planes are formed which 
differ from the original bedding. It readily splits into thin smooth plates. The word slate has now be... 


Slate-and-a-half 


a slate, positioned at the end of a course where it meets a hip or valley, that is at least 1.5 time the with of other slates in the course. Used to prevent water ingress. 


Slurry 


a reasonably thick, but very liquid, mortar mix. 


Snagging 


the term used to describe unsatisfactory work or small items of work still to be completed which are discussed/discovered during final site inspections. see contract. 


Snecked 
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Soaker 
a short flashing stepped horizontally, to coincide with individual stones or bricks. Most commonly found on chimney stacks. 


Soffit 


the underside or lining beneath a beam, or lintel, or of any projection from the face of a building, eg a portico or stair stair or overhanging roof. The under side of an arch should properly be referred to as an 
intrados. 


Solar 
a secluded sitting room usually on an upper floor in a medieval, Tudor or Elizabethan house. They were specifically designed to give relief to the owner and his family from the turmoil of communal life, 
and are generally characterised by private stairs. 


Soldier course 
a course of bricks laid with the long sides upright. 


Solum 
basically, a piece of ground. Usually taken to mean the area of ground covered by a building. 


Souterrain 
stone lined underground passage, usually leading to a chamber. 


Spalling 
a general term applied to stonework on which the outer face is peeling off. A spall is a small piece of stone. (Illustration) see contour scaling. 
Spalling Illustration 
Spalling stonework - due to face bedding. Note the loss of broaching from the face of the stone. 
Span 
distance between vertical face of abutments or supports. See arch. (Illustration) 
Spandrel 
the triangular shape contained by the side of an arch, a horizontal line drawn through its crown, and a vertical line on the end of the span. (Illustration) 
Spandrel panel 
see arch. A spandrel panel is a decorative panel, usually triangular fitted into the corner formed where a vertical meets a horizontal member. Common in cast iron work eg bandstands. 
Spar 
giant staples of split hazel or willow thrust either straight into the thatch to secure it, or alternatively, used to secure liggers. 
Specials 
bricks which have to be specially made for a specific purpose such as a particular shape of cope. 
Specification 5 
np RTA RB BEER BARRE, including methods of completion and materials to be used. 2S 
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Spike 


A spike is simply a large nail. 


Sporophore 


fruiting body of a fungus. Rarely seen in wet rot, often evident in dry rot where it can be a metre in diameter. See Dry rot/Wet Rot. 


Sprag 


slang term for a nail. 


Sprig 


a small nail with no head, used for example for holding glazing beads in place. 


Springer - Skew backs 


horizontal voussoir at start of an arch, also known as 'skew backs.' (Illustration) 


Springing line 


level at which the arch springs from its support. 


Sprocket - Cocking pieces 


a short timber placed at the foot of a rafter to project over the wall head. See roof. 


Squinch 


an arch which spans the angle formed by two walls meeting. Usually to carry a dome, a form which evolved into the pendentive. (Illustration) 


Staddle Stone Illustration 
Staddle Stones supporting a gamelarder. (Detail) 


Staddle stones 


mushroom shaped stones often found supporting granaries, game larders etc, anywhere where vermin are unwelcome. (Illustration) 


Stained glass 


there are two basic types of stained glass, pot metal glass in which the glass is given colour in its molten state, and flashed glass in which colour is applied. 


Stair 
stairs have existed as long as architecture. Primarily utilitarian and often designed with defence in mind, they became grander from 1500 onwards as houses were able to accommodate larger constructions. 
Glossary Curtail - a bottom stair, longer than the rest, to support a newel... 


Stake and Rice 


(Scottish) in vernacular architecture wattle or interwoven stick construction, can be coated in clay mixed with straw (see wattle and daub) 
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Statutory consultees 
organisations which planning authorities must consult with over applications for listed building consent. There are a considerable number of such bodies in England eg Georgian and Victorian Societies. In 
Scotland there are fewer, instead all applications for list... 


Steading 


a group of agricultural buildings. 


Stelar vault 


a name given to vault where the ribs converge in star - like patterns 


Stock brick 


a brick, hand made, using a stock mould. Later came to mean a large number (stock) of bricks all manufactured in the one locality, ie London stock brick. 


Stone-stonework 
one of the earliest and the best of all building materials, durable and much imitated in other materials, it can be worked to achieve great artistic quality, and used for floors, walls and roofs. Stone is 
something which can be reasonably easily handled, rock is a large mass of stone. There ar... 


Stonecleaning 
one of the most traumatic events in the history of any building, it should now be accepted that, certainly in respect of sandstone, there is no such thing as a safe method and all of them depend very much on 
the skill of the operater. Different technologies are appearing all the time for exam... 


Storey posts 


the posts used to carry floors in warehouses and mills. The term seems to be more commonly applied to cast iron columns than timber posts. 


Stove Houses 
tropical greenhouses, heated by hot water, steam or hot air (see Conservatory, Greenhouse, Ferneries, Orangery, Orchard House). 


Strapwork 


decoration, usually on stonework, resembling interlaced leather straps. 


Stratigraphy 
in archaeology, the study of the sequence of deposits and features eg floors, pits, middens etc produced by human activity, and their relation to one another which shows how the site has been used and 
occupied over time. Objects which are found in this sequence are stratified and can be rela... 


Streaky bacon 


a highly descriptive term originating in Holland for mixing courses of brickwork with courses of limestone. 


Stretcher 
a brick laid with its long side to the face of the wall. 
String g 
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String Course 


a shallow moulding continued across a whole facade which may be defined by its position eg cill or impost course. (Illustration) (Illustration in context) 


Stucco 
originally an Italian plaster composed of gypsum, lime and some powdered marble. Slow setting and therefore easy to work, it sets very hard. During the 18th century, improvements were made to the 
mixture to allow it to be used on the exterior of buildings, latterly in imitation of stone. ... 


Stud 


any vertical timber in a timber-framed wall or cross frame other than the main or intermediate posts. 


Stugged - nidged - pinged 
of masonry stonework picked to a consistent pattern, commonly employed from the mid 19th century onwards - a process which attracts many different names, in Scotland, 'nidged' and 'pinged' are quite 
common. 


Style 


vertical members at each side of a panelled door, ie hanging style and shutting style. 


Stylobate 
the top step of the crepidoma. See Classical Architecture. 


Sub-contractor 
persons employed to undertake specialist work beyond the capacity or capabilities of the main contractor. Domestic SCs are employed directly by the main contractor. Named SCs are on lists of firms 
specified by the client or his architect, and thereafter approached by whoever is tendering for... 


Sub-tropical Gardens 


gardens laid out in sheltered, frost free sites, usually on the west coast of Britain or Ireland, where sub-tropical plants can be grown outside. 


Sublime 
a term used to describe the intense emotional effect the designer intended to be felt by the viewer when looking at a particular vista or section of the garden; sometimes only at a specific time of year, or 
under particular weather conditions. Usually associated with the Picturesque Gardens.... 


Substrate 


the material on which the lead is laid. (Lead deteriorates markedly on its underside from condensation, so the composition of the substrate is very important) 


Sundials, Gnomon 
A sundial works by using an indicator called a gnomon to cast a shadow onto a graduated surface. The origins of this system can be traced back to before the first century BC. Sundials were extremely 
important for over 1000 years until clocks and watches became accurate and freely available. ... 


Sunken Garden 


an area of the garden recessed into the ground to create a secluded atmosphere or facilitate a view down onto a feature such as a knot garden . 
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Swept - catslide Dormer 
one formed by sweeping a section of the roof up from the main plane at a slacker pitch; also known as catslide dormer. 


Swept Valley 


one formed by curved slating, tiling or stone rather than by a lead or zinc flashing. 


Symmetry 


symmetry occurs when a building can be split into two mirrored parts. 


Table stone 
a graveyard monument where a slab is supported on stone posts, often carved. 


Tabling 


a flat coping usually refers to stones at the wallhead or gable of a building as opposed to a freestanding wall. 


Tack Room 


in a stable, the room in which the riding harness is kept. 


Tail 


the end of a stone built into a wall. The tail-weight is the weight pressing down on the tail, keeping it in place. - the leading edge of a slate. Slate Terminology Diagam 


Tail-weight 


the weight pressing down on the end of a stone or tail, keeping it in place. 


Tamp (Tamping) 


to compact a material, ie mortar in a joint. 


Tanking 


a waterproof skin applied to the walls and floors of basements to prevent the penetration of groundwater. 


Tempera 


a paint made from egg whites, glue, pigments and water. 


Temple 
building for worship. 


Tender 
a contractors formal offer to undertake work, which ideally should be based on a bill of quantities. see contract. 


Te 
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Terrace 
a flat paved area next to the house, usually raised above the level of the garden below, down to which one descends via sets of steps. A terrace acts as an interface between the house and the garden. 


Terraced Garden 
a steep garden site which has been carved into flat levels that can be planted up. The levels are connected by stairs and often these gardens also incorporated ornate balustrades, railings, waterfalls and 
parterres. 


Terrarium 
small glazed enclosure containing growing plants. 


Terrazzo 
a hard finish for floors, consisting of marble chips, set in cement then polished. 


Thackstane 
a stone projection at the base of a chimney stack. Usually assumed to act as a protection for the edge of thatch, now, the reduced depth of slate or tile leaves them standing proud. The term 'thacked in slate' 
occurs frequently enough to suggest that they didn't only cover thatch. 


Thatch 
originally the term applied to any kind of roofing but now it applies exclusively to the use of vegetation, mainly reed, straw, and rushes. Historically, there was considerable regional variation, with almost 
anything locally available being used, bracken, seaweed, bark, even potato shaws; h... 


The Steinberg Principle 
For a long time a great deal of essentially mediocre development took place in conservation areas, on the basis that it did no real harm (Unfortunately, it still happens). A case in 1989, Steinberg vs Secretary 
of State for the Environment, now generally referred to as the 'Steinberg Principl... 


Theatres Trust 
formed in 1976 by act of parliament 'to promote the better protection of theatres for the benefit of the nation'. The trust is a legal consultee for all matters affecting theatres. Along with the RCAHMS it is 
the only body in Scotland that planning authourities are obliged to consult on matt... 


Theodolite 
a precision instrument for measuring angles to vertical and horizontal planes. Consists in its most basic form, of a telescope which can rotate horizontally and vertically allowing readings to be taken froma 
calibrated circle. The instrument has to be centred over a ... 


Thermal movement 
the expansion and contraction of materials due to change in temperature. Thermal movement varies considerably through the different building materials available. Most natural materials such as stone, 
timber and brick, have low thermal movement, most metals have a medium degree of movement ... 


Thirties Society 


founded in 1979 to promote the study and preservation of post 1914 building. Actively involved in casework, and good source of information. Now known as the Twentieth Century Society. 


Tie beam 
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Tifting 
the laying of thicker slates on the wallheads or close to skews so that water runs into the middle of, and down the pitch of the roof, rather than spilling down the face of gables, or penetrating under mortar 
fillets. 


Tingle - latchet - tab - tack 
a metal strip, one end of which can be hooked over a batten or nailed to a sarking board, after which the other end is bent to hold in place a flashing or a slate that has slipped. Sometimes referred to as a 
'latchet' a 'tab' or a 'tack’. 


Tolbooth - Tolhouse 
(Scottish) an early tax office used as a place where market dues were paid, later adapted as council chamber and prison. Compare with tolhouse, a building where turnpike dues were paid. (Both spelt with 
two lls in England) 


Tongued - ploughed and grooved 


usually applied to floorboards where a continuous projection along the edge of a board, the tongue, fits into a continous groove on the side of the adjoining board. Sometimes referred to as ‘ploughed and 
grooved’. 


Toothing - Tusking 


hollows left in a brick or stone wall to receive another wall intended to be built into it at a later date. 


Topiary 


the cutting of shrubs and trees into ornamental, often unusual, shapes. Popular until the advent of the landscape movement. 


Torching 
filling (from the underside) the uneven spaces between tiles or slates or the gaps between the battens on a roof with a lime mortar to eliminate drafts or the entry of wind blown rain or snow. The practice 
was largely discontinued because it caused fairly rapid failure of the battens. 
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Total station 


a combined theodolight and EDM which allows horizontal and vertical angles, and, distances to be recorded. See Measured Survey. 


Town scheme 
a grant scheme for work in outstanding conservation areas where the owner receives 50% of approved costs, 25% from central government and 25% from the local authority. Now only operating in 
Scotland. Elsewhere they have been replaced by Conservation area partnerships. 


Townscape Heritage Initiative 
a Heritage Lottery Fund initiative first floated in April 1988, 'to support strategic action by partnerships of public (and other) bodies to address problems of disrepair, erosion of quality, and undreuse of 
buildings in historic areas’. The HLF will contribute 50% of the costs to a fund f... 


Trabeated 


architecture which uses a post and beam construction or post-and-lintel construction. (Trabs = Greek for beam) (Illustration) see classical architecture. 


Trabeated-Arcuated Illustration 
Trabeated (detail) and arcuated (detail) construction. Note how the local stone is only capable of spanning short distances and in order to achieve wider spans, an arch has to be used. see bridge terminology 
see classical architecture 


Tracery 
an ornamental pattern of stonework supporting the glazing in a Gothic or early Renaissance window. Plate tracery is the earliest type and consists of holes cut into a wall or a solid block or plate of stone, 
bar tracery resembles a twisted metal bar. 


Transept 
in a cruciform church, the transepts form the arms of the cross. 


Transom 
a horizontal bar of stone or wood which separates a window light from a lower light or a door opening. A transom light is a rectangular window above a door. see fanlight 


Transverse arch 
the arch which separates one bay of a vault from another, often decorated. 


Traversing 
a series of control points linked by lines known as legs, the length of which and the angle between them is accurately recorded. See Measured Survey. 


Tread 


the horizontal surface of each step. The going is the same thing, but is properly measured as the horizontal difference between successive nosings. See stair. 


Treasure trove 
in Scotland, basically, any ancient object that is found and nobody owns, can be claimed as treasure trove by the State. In England treasure trove is limited to precious metals, or something which has 
obviously been lost. Most objects end up in museums. 
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the architectural application and use of trellis work to create arbours, columns, screens, pergolas and domes to act as supports for vines and climbing shrubs and plants. Widely used in formal, Renaissance 
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gardens. 


Trellis 


a light framework of wood or sometimes iron used to support climbing plants (see Treillage). 


Triangulation 
using a network of triangles to accurately plot positions. See measured survey. 


Triforium 
an arcaded wall passage, extending around a church between the ground floor arcade and the clerestory. 


Triglyph 


the blocks with vertical grooves separating the metopes in a doric frieze. Said to represent beam ends. See Classical Architecture. 


Trompe l'oeil 
decorative painting which suggests three dimensions. 


Tron 
(Scottish) public weigh beam - very important in the medieval town whose existance often depended on the right to trade. 


Truss 
name given to rigid frame of principals and tie beams or collar beams. See roof. 


Truth window 
a small squared, or rectangular, area of harling, stucco or some other covering which has been permanently removed in order that the material it is covering can be identified. 


Tudor - Tudorbethon 


the period of the reign of the Tudor monarchs (1485 to 1603), and the styles of architecture and design which prevailed during that time, characterised by timber and plaster decoration and a growing 
awareness of the social status to be attached to grand architecture. (NB They did not reign i... 


Tufa 


a very light sponge-like limestone formed in aireated springs, and used decoratively eg in grottos or where lightness is important eg at the top of domes. - see Stone/stonework 


Tumbled brickwork-Brick tumbling 


occurs on gables where bricks are laid diagonally to form a series of triangles which provide a flat bed for skews. 


Turfed seat 


raised mound that has been laid with turf to from a seat. Commonly interspersed between the raised flowerbeds in Elizabethan gardens. 


Tuscan 
Confined mainly to the north of Italy, it was employed by the Romans but replaced by the doric. Very plain, the columns are not fluted, and in height it is usually around seven diameters. see Classical 


Architecture 
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Tympanum 


the area enclosed by mouldings of a pediment or the lintel of a doorway and the arch above it, often richly carved or decorated. (Illustration) 


Undercloak 


the upper edge of a lead sheet which is covered by the overcloak. 


Undercroft 


a vaulted chamber below house, castle or church, partially or wholly underground. 


Valley 


a v-shape formed by the meeting of two roofs. 


Value Added Tax 
VAT is a wide ranging tax levied on all goods and services. With the exception of domestic fuel (8%) only two rates apply - 17.5% or 0%. The most complex area is the construction industry where there is 
a huge amount of legislation. The repair and maintenance of ... 


Vapour barrier 
a protective barrier, usually of polythene or foil-backed plaster board designed to prevent the passage of moisture through a structure thereby eliminating its condensation on cooler surfaces behind. The 
point where vapour condenses is called the dew point. 


Variations 
changes in work authorised by the architect. see contracts/contracting. 


Vault 
an arched ceiling or roof, usually of stone, brick, or concrete, which in its most basic form, is a continuous semi-circular arch ie a tunnel. As romanesque evolved into gothic and the pointed arch, vault 
construction became very sophisticated and because of its fireproof potential, compa... 


Venetian door-window, Serliana 
a tripartite arrangement where the central opening is arched and taller than the two flanking openings which are flat topped. Sometimes referred to as a Serliana after Sebastian Serlio, (1475-1552) who 
published seven books on architecture and is credited with first illus... 


Venice Charter 
a remarkable document, which, despite saying nothing on the social value of conservation, for many, is the defining statement of conservation philosophy, approved at the 2nd International Congress of 
Architects and Technicians of Historic Monuments in May 1964. In just 16 A... 


Verandah 


open shelter or gallery around a building with a lean-to roof carried on verticals of timber or iron. 


Vermiculated 


a tooling on the face of stone which appears as worm tracks. Can carry ghosted outlines eg a face or figure. Similar to frost work 


Vernacular 
https: (MW Berns addin 9 careOPROSdaGEtScally available materials, to local detail, usually without the benefit of an architect. Somehow it is now taken to imply a fairly humble or practical origin, but BHs is 
not the case. It could be argued that scottish towerhouses are vernacular buildin... 
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Victorian 
the period of the reign of Queen Victoria (1837 to 1901), and the styles of architecture and design which prevailed during that time. Characterised not so much by a style but by the way past styles were 
adapted, the use of new materials such as glass and cast iron, and building types eg sta... 


Victorian Society 


formed in 1958, responsible for the study and protection of Victorian and Edwardian architecture in England, legal consultee to planning authorities on matters affecting these styles. 


Vitruvius 
Marcus Vitruvius Pollio, a Roman architect who in 25 BC produced a ten-volume work on Greek and early Roman classical architecture 'De Re Architectura'. It lay forgotten until the early 1400's but 
following its discovery in the monastic library of St Gallen in Switzerland... 


Volute 


a spiral scroll, found on the capital of the ionic order. The centre is often referred to as the 'eye'. See Classical Architecture. 


Voussoir 
the radiating wedge-shaped blocks forming the arch. (Illustration) 


Wagon headed 


a term used to describe a semi - cylindrical ceiling. 


Wainscotting 
the timber lining to walls. Also a method of sawing timber which ensures an even distribution of heartwood and sapwood. 


Walk 


a path, or paths, laid out for the maximum enjoyment of the garden and landscape and its features. They could be formal or informal, for example woodland walks. 


Wall plate 


a timber laid along the top of a wall, rafter ends and studs and posts from below may be joined to it. See roof. 


Waney edge-waney timber 


boards or pieces of timber which, instead of being cut square, show the original curve of the log from which they are cut. 


Wardian Case 


glazed window box containing growing plants. 


‘Warehouse set 
is the term used to describe cement that has set solid in its bag due to being stored in damp conditions. 


Washington Charter 
A Charter for the Conservation of Historic Towns and Urban Areas, adopted by ICOMOS at its general assembly in Washington in October 1987. A first attempt to compliment the Venice Charter with a set 


of principles relating to the planning of historic towns and areas. Most importantly, this d... 
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Water fan 
this is the fan-shaped area that water will cover having penetrated the joint between slates. Clearly the calculation of side lap and head lap becomes very important otherwise water can penetrate through to 
the sarking or battens. (Illustration) 


Water-based Stonecleaning 


involves water sprays, with or without pressure, hot or cold, for varying periods of time. This removes surface dirt or softens it to make brushing effective. Most effective on limestones. See stone cleaning. 


Wattle and daub - Rab and Dab 
A system used to in-fill panels in timber framed structures, comprising of vertical staves of oak, interwoven with fine flexible branches or twigs, usually of hazel, and daubed with a mixture of mud, dung 
and chopped straw. Referred to in some areas as 'rab and dab'. Wattle eventually gave w... 


Weep holes 


holes in the bottom of retaining walls, usually in the form of wider vertical joints to allow water to drain away. 


Wet Dash 


traditional type of harl in which the aggregate of small evenly sized pebbles is incorporated into the mix. 


Wheel Window \ Rose Window 


a round window with a central point from which a form of spoke may radiate. A rose window has intricate tracery which may appear as rose petals. 


Whiting 


Finely powdered chalk (calcium carbonate) - sometimes erroneously used to include gypsum plaster. 


Wicket-Pass-Man door 


a small door set within a larger door. Sometimes referred to as a pass door or man door. 


Wild bond 


a term used to describe very random mixtures of headers and stretchers. see brick. 


Winder 


a tread which is wider at one end. See stair. 


‘Wood 
wood is the material forming the trunks and branches of trees. Timber (lumber in America) is cut from the trunk. It is the most amazing building material, capable, properly stressed, of spanning over 
seventy feet. Its true value has perhaps tended to be underestimated because it is seldom obv... 


World Heritage site 
the UNESCO general conference in 1972 adopted the 'Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage.' First step was the preparation of a list of sites within countries who 
were signatories of the convention which are of such exceptional importance, their protec... 


World Monuments Fund 
an International Heritage Organisation, the WMF is a private charitable organisation 'dedicated to the preservation of the world's exceptional artistic, historical and cultural monuments.’ Started in New York 
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Wrestlers 
slates which are notched at each side allowing them to interlock to form ridges. 


Wynd 


natrow secondary street or lane. 


Yett 
(Scottish) open metal grid, hinged to form protection for a doorway, a sort of Scottish portcullis. Yetts, made of wrought iron, were constructed on a 'through and through’ basis, meaning that the individual 
iron bars of which they were made, pierced or threaded through other bars, and were... 


York stone 
A type of sandstone from the York area which can be easily split along its bedding plane and is widely used for paving. 
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